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Palm Sunday, March 16, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
In our 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services on Palm Sunday, March 16, we will

celebrate with a traditional children’s processional with palms at the beginning of both
services. Children who would like to be in the processional should meet in the Parlor
immediately prior to the worship services. After the processional, children in first grade and
older may sit with their families, while younger children will return to the nursery after the
Children’s Sermon.

You’re also encouraged to bring your used or outgrown winter coats to church on Palm
Sunday, symbolically “laying down your coat for Jesus,” just as the people of Jerusalem lined
his path with their cloaks and palm branches for Christ’s triumphal entry. All coats will be
donated to the Mooresville Christian Mission.

Maundy Thursday, March 20, 6:30 p.m.
You’re encouraged to attend our traditional Maundy Thursday service on Thursday,

March 20, in the Fellowship Hall. This observance takes its name from the new “mandate”
Jesus gives his disciples of loving one another as he loves them and from his institution of the
Lord’s Supper, instructing his followers to “do this in remembrance of me.”

We begin with a fellowship supper in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. After supper, we’ll
stay together in the Fellowship Hall for worship, starting at about 7:15 p.m. This year’s
worship service features something traditional and beloved: a special observance of the
Lord’s Supper around each dinner table. It also features something new: a dramatic
presentation, “The Living Last Supper,” by our Chancel Choir and some of our best actors
and speakers. We will conclude the service in darkness, commemorating the suffering and
death of Christ. Childcare for preschoolers will be provided during the worship service portion
of the evening.

Good Friday, March 21, Noon
It has been a number of years since our church has observed Good Friday. So we are

reviving this tradition with a noon service on March 21 with the community in mind. We’ve
designed our Good Friday observance to fit within a 60 minute time frame, so that business
people may take their lunch hour to worship and then to share a light lunch in the church
Parlor. The brief service will start at 12:00 p.m., and lunch will be served around 12:30 p.m.
The lunch will be provided by Chick-Fil-A and will cost $5 per person. Everyone is invited!

Easter Sunday, March 23, 8:30 & 11:00
“The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!” is the triumphal cry we will shout as we

celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ during our 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services March 23.
Our Chancel Choir and Orchestra will share in the Easter good news in music. Lilies will
abound! The sermon will focus on Philippians 3:7-11, “The Power of His Resurrection.” We’ll
conclude the service by singing that great hymn, “Because He Lives.”

“SA VE THE DATE”
FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES

This holy season of the year marks an important and significant time in our spiritual journeys as we share
together our traditional Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services and add a new one—a noon
Good Friday service with a light meal following.
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From the Pastor

HOW NOT TO HAVE AN ANEMIC EASTER…
I know what you’re asking yourself in light of the above title of this article. “How on earth

can anyone have an anemic Easter?” you wonder. “Easter’s a great day! We go to church, hunt
and find Easter eggs, and enjoy time together as a family. What’s so anemic about that?”

What does “amenic” mean? I’m using it here not in the technical medical sense of a
condition that must be addressed by doctors, diet, and medicines. I’m speaking more in the general sense of the
word. When we say something is anemic, we mean that it is lacking in something vital for vigor. It’s weak, feeble,
and lackluster. It’s pale, colorless, and bland. It’s like a meal of unseasoned white rice and lukewarm tap water.
You can get it down and it will nourish you for a while, but it’s not much fun in the process, and over the long run it
will not sustain you well..

How does this tie in with Easter? I’m convinced that many people experience an anemic Easter year after
year. They go through the same rituals and traditions. But those rituals and traditions have no pizzazz, no umph, to
them. It’s the same old thing. Easter is just another day—a day with better food and nicer clothes than most, to be
sure, but still just another day. Christ the Lord is risen today. Yawn.

Let me share with you the way to avoid the trap of an anemic Easter. You simply need to practice one thing.
That one thing is this: you must journey through the pain of the Cross before you arrive at the joy of the
Resurrection.

Many times we’re not patient enough for that, however. We want to short-circuit the process. We want the
joy of Easter Sunday without ever considering the pain of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Let’s have the
triumphal procession into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, and then jump right over to the empty tomb the next Sunday.
No pain, no blood, no depressing stories about suffering, heartache, and loss. Just the good stuff, please.

What do I mean about getting to the Resurrection through the Cross? I mean that you start by reflecting on
the Cross in all its ugliness, horror, and fear. You must face up to the reality of the human condition that requires
the Cross to set it straight. To be blunt, we’re sinners. You’re a sinner. I’m a sinner. We cannot atone for or
otherwise meaningfully address our own sins. My condition is such that even the very best deed, thought, or
feeling I can offer is usually tainted in some way. It may be in a small, subtle way, or it may be in a large, overt
way. But the stain remains. On the Cross, Jesus suffered in a manner inconceivable by mortal human beings. His
pain was not only physical. His greatest pain was spiritual and emotional. He, in taking our sins upon himself, was
separated and alienated from his Father. It is why he says on the Cross, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” Such is the depth of his suffering on our behalf.

It is only as we realize our absolute and total need for the Cross that the Resurrection becomes relevant and
meaningful. The Resurrection shows that the Cross does not have the last word, that human sinfulness does not
end the story. The One who dies for us is raised to life for us. We are joyful because of him who has overcome
the power of sin and death through a stronger Power: the Power of God, of life eternal and grace amazing. It is
the Cross that gives the Resurrection its tang, its zip, its flavor.

So if your Easter Sunday has been ho-hum and boring, then turn to the Cross first. Stay there awhile. Think
on what Jesus has done, is doing, and will do for you by his once-and-for-all sacrifice for your sins. Then you’ll be
ready to praise God for the victory of Easter and new, abundant life.

Grace and peace,
The Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown

Margaret Sanders wishes to
thank everyone who has prayed,

visited or sent cards, flowers or
food during her recent hospitalization

and recovery.  She is very grateful for her church
family and we wish her a speedy and complete
recovery.  We miss you Margaret!

Order forms for Easter Lilies are
available in the office and will be in
the bulletin starting March 2.  If you
would like to place a lily in the
sanctuary in honor or in memory of
someone for Easter, please place an
order form in the offering plate, turn it into the office, or
call us at 704-664-5275 or email us at
secretary@mooresvillefirspres.org.  The cost is $10 per
lily and the deadline to order is Sunday, March 16.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY 2008

During its January 27th stated meeting, the Session:
• Studied Exodus 14, the Israelite crossing of the

Red Sea, as an introduction to a series of Bible
studies the board will conduct during its 2008
meetings, The Red Sea Rules.

• Prayed for the needs of the church.
• Approved a project to re-landscape the

Preschool playground.
• Set dates for communion for 2008: Feb. 10 (1st

Sun. in Lent), Mar. 20 (Maundy Thurs.), May
4 (Confirmation Sun.), June 15, Aug. 10, Oct. 5
(World Communion Sun.), Oct. 26 (Reforma-
tion Sun.), Nov. 30 (1st Sun. of Advent), and
Jan. 4, 2009 (Epiphany).

• Amended the operating budget to include a
$750 line item for college ministry.

• Voted to amend the church’s Standards of
Procedure to increase the Missions Committee
to 15 members and to set the quorum for the
examination of new officers at 7 elders plus
the moderator. These items will need a second
affirmative vote at the February stated meeting
to take effect.

• Elected commissioners to 2008 meetings of
Salem Presbytery.

• Created a committee to review membership
rolls and to report back to the Session.

• Set in motion a process by which some of the
parking slots on the church’s Broad St. lot may
be leased to Windstream.

March “MADness” at
Church School

The Church School Council is sponsoring our
version of “March MADness,” where church school
classes will participate in a March Attendance Dash. In
our March race, we will encourage church school
attendance and have a lot of fun along the way!
Everyone is invited to the kick-off event in the
fellowship hall on Sunday, March 2, from 9:30-10:00

a.m., where we will enjoy Bojangle’s
biscuits and doughnuts, and hear the

details of the race. Each week class
attendance will be posted on the
second floor hallway racetrack.

The goal (finish line) is to increase
attendance in all classes by 30%

during the month. To celebrate this very
achievable goal, we will have a “Victory Celebration”
on Sunday, April 6, from 9:30-10:00 a.m. in the
fellowship hall, with a report on our race, and special
refreshments for all!

The benefits of attending church school are
numerous – in fact, it is a “win-win” situation for
everyone! Benefits include wonderful Bible teaching
and learning, warm fellowship with fellow classmates, a
time to stop and “recharge” your spiritual battery, a
place to belong and feel encouraged. It is so easy to get
involved in church school – just show up and develop
the habit of attending! All runners know that the key to
winning a race is practice and commitment to a goal,
and these disciplines are needed in our spiritual life as
well. See you at the March Attendance Dash!

Easter Egg Hunt
Everyone is encouraged to attend the annual

Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled for Saturday, March 22, at
10:00 a.m.  Held rain or shine, the event
will begin in the fellowship hall. Bring
your own Easter basket, and come join
the fun with fellow egg-hunters!

Donations of individually-wrapped
candy (small enough to fit into a 2" egg)
are welcomed and appreciated. Please
leave candy in the basket in the church
office.

PYF members are invited to an
“Egg-Stuffing Party” on Friday, March 21, at 1:30 p.m.
in Room 300. In addition, PYF is encouraged to help
with hiding the eggs on Saturday, March 22, at 9:30
a.m., immediately prior to the Egg Hunt.

John and Ashley Poore Laurel
of Raleigh announce the birth of
their daughter, Ella Grace Laurel.
Ella is the granddaughter of Susan

Poore and the great-granddaughter of Frank Poore
Mabel and Michael Culbreth are the proud

parents of a son, Carter Watkins Culbreth, born on
February 25, 2008.

Christian sympathy is expressed to
Jack Ahearn and family in the recent
death of his father.
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9 10 11

16 17 18

23 24 25

                                   Sunday                   Monday                    Tuesday

8:30am   Early Worship
9:45am Church School

11:00am Worship

9:00am Moms in Touch
10:30am Exploring Our

Reformed Faith
Study

12:30pm Saints Alive
Luncheon

7:00pm Cub Scout Pack 166

9:00am Moms in Touch
10:00am Circle No. 4 in the

parlor

12:00pm Circle No. 5

9:00am Moms in Touch

2:00pm Circle No. 1 in the
parlor

6:15pm Circle No. 3 in the
Session Room

7:00pm Boy Scouts

7:00pm Boy Scouts

8:30am   Early Worship
9:45am Church School

11:00am Worship
4:15pm Alpha PYF
5:15pm Omega PYF
7:00pm Session

8:30am   Early Worship with communion
8:30am   Presbyterian Men’s Breakfast
9:45am Church School

11:00am PYF Virginia Creeper Bike Ride
11:00am Worship
5:15pm Catechism Club
6:00pm Diaconate
7:00pm Committee Meetings

7:00pm Boy Scouts

7:00pm Executive
Committee

30 31

7:00pm Boy Scouts

7:00pm Cub Scout Pack 166

8:30am   Early Worship with communion
9:45am Church School

11:00am Worship with Logos Choir
4:15pm Alpha PYF
5:15pm Omega PYF
5:30pm Catechism Club

Easter Sunday Easter Monday
Church Office closed

  7:00pm   Boy Scouts

March 2008March 2008March 2008March 2008March 2008

 

8:30am   Early Worship with MSM Handbells
9:30am   March Madness Church School Social
9:45am Church School

11:00am Worship
3:00pm Prayer Shawl Ministry in the library
5:00pm Catechism Club
5:15pm Alpha &Omega PYF
6:00pm Covered Dish Supper followed

by the Talent Show
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8

1 12 13 15

18 19 20 21 22

26 27 28

               Wednesday                  Friday                Saturday                Thursday

6:00pm Exaltation Ringers
7:00pmSisters in Christ

(No.2) in the parlor
7:30pmChancel Choir

14

11:00am Bible Study at the
home of Fronnie
Gardner

4:00pm Logos/MSM
Mystery night

6:15pm HS SupperClub at
Italy Cafe

11:00am Bible Study at the
home of Fronnie
Gardner

No Logos or SupperClub

9:30amBible Study at the
Rogers’ home

9:30amBible Study at the
Rogers’ home

6:00pmFun & Fellowship at
Golden Corral

6:00pm Exaltation Ringers
7:30pmChancel Choir

9:30amBible Study at the
Rogers’ home

6:30pmMaundy Thursday
supper with Communion

29

11:00am Bible Study at the
home of Fronnie
Gardner

4:00pm Logos/MSM
Bible Character
night

6:15pm HS SupperClub at
Chick-fil-A

9:30amBible Study at the
Rogers’ home

6:00pm Exaltation Ringers
7:30pmChancel Choir

11:00am Bible Study at the
home of Fronnie
Gardner

4:00pm Logos/MSM
Cat in the Hat night

6:15pm HS SupperClub at
Shiki

           Good Friday
  Preschool closed until 3/31.

Maundy Thursday

12:00pm Good Friday Service
with light lunch

1:30pm Easter Egg Hunt
preparation in FH

10:00am Easter Egg Hunt

March 2008March 2008March 2008March 2008March 2008

9:00amPYF Mission &
Movie

6:00pmC.S. Troop
166

Blue & Gold
Banquet in
FH
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Logos / MSM
Although April 9th will conclude the

Logos/MSM year, we still have lots going on
in March, including Cat in the Hat night

(Mar. 5), Bible Character Night (Mar. 12), and
Mystery Night (Mar. 19). Remember, there is no
Logos/MSM on March 26 as we break to celebrate
Easter.

We will shout “Hooray for Hollywood” on our
final night of Logos/MSM (Apr. 9). We invite all
parents to come at 6:45 pm to enjoy our year-end slide
show. It is always a lot of fun to see what a great time
we have had, how much our children have grown and
what wonderful relationships they have made.

The Logos group will be presenting their musical
extravaganza for their church family on Sunday, April
13 at 7:00 pm. We are also looking forward to our
LOGOS TRIP. This year we will meet at the church on
Saturday afternoon, April 19, for pizza and practice,
then load up on the bus and go to Funstation in
Statesville. We will play video games and laser tag, ride
rides and climb to our heart’s content for a couple of
hours, then spend the night there in our sleeping bags.
The next morning, we will perform our musical for the
Sunday school classes at Forest Park Presbyterian
Church in Statesville.  We will be sending home more
information, as we get closer to April 19.

The MSM hand bells will help lead our service on
March 2 at the 8:30 service. The Logos choir will help
lead our service on March 16 at the 11:00 service.
Please have all children in the choir room by 10:40. If
your child is in Sunday school, their teachers will take
them to the choir room.

Have your children been telling you about the
creative and tasty dinners at Logos and MSM? It takes
a lot of work to feed so many people; a lot of cooks in
the kitchen and dishwashers after to clean up. We
thank every parent who has served in the kitchen. You
are a very vital part of making this program a success.
We also want to thank Anne Telford for serving so
faithfully  as Kitchen Coordinator.

Thanks also to Paige Ladd, Holly Brumley, and
Caroline Ladd for setting the tables every week. We
are very appreciative to you for doing this behind-the-
scenes work.

We are blessed to have adults who are so
generous with their time and resources to help our
children grow in their love of the Lord. We are
reminded weekly of the difference every volunteer is
making in the lives of our children. We recognize the
love you show these children is a reflection of the love
Jesus has for you. We thank each and every one of
you!  May God bless you,

Valerie Mauney and Leeann DeCastro

Weekday Preschool
What a tremendous turn-out of parent volunteers

we had at our playground workday on Feb. 9th!
Hopefully everyone received the thank you

letter from all of us at Preschool listing
everyone who “showed up and got dirty,”

and you should all feel wonderful about
working on such a valuable and lasting
gift to your children.  We are all filled
with anticipation as we watch the

progress and again express heartfelt gratitude to our
donor for making this possible.

What a wonderful time we had at our Valentine
parties and in making our decorated bags, boxes and
empty milk jugs to hold our Valentines. Thank you to all
our wonderful Moms who sent treats and came in to
help. Other units in February included Dinosaur
Dynasty, Presidential Peek, My Five Senses, Pirate
Days, Noah’s Ark, Dr. Suess, Kings  & Queens,
Feelings, and The Dentist’s Office.

March promises to be busy as we will be
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day and of course, Easter.
We’re planning to have lots of fun as we will be playing
Leprechaun tricks and having Easter egg hunts on the
church grounds.  Please watch for letters from your
child’s teachers with information about the parties.
Please remember that we will be closed March 21 –
28 for our Easter break.

Important dates coming up are spring pictures
which are scheduled for April 24  – 25.  All
the children will have their pictures taken, but
our 4 and 5 year-olds will be photographed
in their caps and gowns as a graduation
keepsake.

We love your children and are grateful
that you have chosen to send them here.  We ask for
your prayers as we care for these precious little ones.

With love,
Mrs. Nancy

March Logos/MSM Dates
Sunday, March 2 – MSM handbells at 8:30 a.m.

       service
Wednesday, March 5 – Cat in the Hat Night
Wednesday, March 12 – Bible Character Night
Sunday, March 16 – Logos choir at 11:00 a.m. service
Wednesday, March 19 – Mystery Night
Wednesday, March 26 – No Logos/MSM
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Presbyterian Men
We appreciate Valerie Chamberlain of

Mooresville Christain Mission for her program in
February. Valeriehas been the director at MCM for
several years and has initiated programs that offer
clients a way to move from poverty to independence.
Our church and communityare grateful for her work.

In March, Mark Auten and Gene Vaughan will
present a program titled “History of the
Osprey on Lake Norman.”  Mark and
Gene are trained observers of wildlife and
nature and have spent many days on
rivers and lakes taking pictures and notes
of what they see.  This is an encore
performance, not presented before.  You
will enjoy their presentaion very much.

March Saint s Alive luncheon features
“Handcraf ted Talent Show”

The monthly Saints Alive luncheon will be held
Tuesday, March 18, at 12:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall
($4). This month’s program will feature a
“Handcrafted Talent Show,” where participants are
encouraged to bring handcrafted items such as quilting,
photography, artwork, woodcrafts, needlework, written
compositions, or any handcrafted item.  Items made by
others are also encouraged.  Be prepared to share
your item(s) with the group.

On the road again… with Saint s Alive
The Saints are planning several out-of-town trips

in the coming months.  Please make a note on your
calendar, and contact Ellen Auten to make a
reservation.

The group plans to travel to Gold Hill Mines
Historic Park on Thursday, April 3. Located near
Salisbury, Gold Hill was the site of extensive mining in
the 1850’s and has many restored buildings as well as
fun shops.  See their website for more information at
www.historicgoldhill.com.

Friday, May 2, we will head to the Daniel Stowe
Botanical Garden in Gastonia. We will visit the
gardens, as well as tour the newly opened Orchid
Conservatory.

 Outing to NC mountains planned
Reservations have been made at Hemlock Inn,

located in Bryson City, NC, for Tuesday, May 13
through Friday, May 16. The inn is informal and
beautifully situated on fifty wooded acres on top of a
small mountain and offers delicious home-cooked meals;
breakfast and dinner are included in the room rate.

The surrounding area offers many recreational
opportunities, including the Great Smoky Mountain
Railroad, Cherokee Indian Reservation, Fontana Dam,
Cades Cove, fishing, hiking, golf, and surrounding
towns for shopping and exploring. In addition to off-
site recreation, the inn offers wonderful opportunities
for relaxing in rocking chairs, enjoying fellowship and
conversation around the fireplaces, and hiking on the
property.

Rates for double occupancy will be $498; single
occupancy will be $423+ approximately 8% tax. The
rate includes three nights’ lodging, three breakfasts,
and three dinners.

To secure your reservation, first contact Ellen
Auten, then call Mort White at Hemlock Inn (828-488-
2885.)  Payments may be made by credit card or
check (payable to the Hemlock Inn.)  An $83 per
room deposit is due by Friday March 14.

You may find more information about Hemlock
Inn at www.hemlockinn.com.

Camp Grier
The place to be in 2008

It’ s time to make plans for summer camp at Camp
Grier in Old Fort, NC, for children in rising second
through twelfth grades, with weekly camping sessions
offered from June 1 through August 15.

The camp will host an Open House at 1:00 p.m.
on Sunday, May 18 to give parents and potential
campers an opportunity to meet with the Camp
Director and staff and tour the facilities. Call the camp
office for more information: 828-668-7793.

Camp Grier is also looking for college-age young
adults to be part of the summer staff. Please contact
Dave Cohn at the number listed above, or e-mail him at
dave@campgrier.org.

Brochures are available in the church office;
please contact Ellen Auten for more information, or
look on their website: www.campgrier.org. Scholarship
help is available.

Vacation Bible School news
Plans are well underway for this summer’s

Vacation Bible School, scheduled for
the week of June 23-27, from 9:30 a.m.
– 12:00 noon. The VBS Planning

Committee, led by VBS Director
Susan Kendall and Assistant

Director Beverly Chappell, is busy preparing for a week
of learning, discovery, fellowship and fun this summer!

This year’s theme is “Son Harvest County Fair:
Growing the Fruit of the Spirit.”  The children will enjoy
a week of fun on the farm as they discover how to grow
the fruit of the spirit.

Adult and teen volunteers are needed to help with
crafts, group leaders, music, nursery, snack, registration,
and recreation. Please contact Beverly Chappell (704-
663-2750) to volunteer!

SAINTS ALIVESAINTS ALIVESAINTS ALIVESAINTS ALIVESAINTS ALIVE
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Youth Corner

Presbyterian Youth Fellowship

Sunday evening schedule for MarchSunday evening schedule for MarchSunday evening schedule for MarchSunday evening schedule for MarchSunday evening schedule for March

Alphas: Middle school students (7th & 8th)
4:15 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Omegas: High school students   (9th - 12th)
5:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

The Sunday program incorporates a staggered start
time for the two groups. This provides an opportu-
nity for separate Bible studies and recreation, as
well as a combined time for the meal and music.

* March 2 combined meeting @ 5:15 p.m.
*Mar ch 9 Virginia Creeper Bike Ride @ 11:00a.m.
Outing to Damascus, Virginia departing after Sunday

School,  no evening program

Special Events:
     •  Mission and a Movie @ Gail Craig’s house
        Saturday at 9:00 a.m. March 1

Senior High SupperClub: Each Wednesday at
6:15 p.m. Meet at the church and travel out for a
meal (dutch treat.) We will return to the church for a
bible study time.March 5 - Shiki

March 12 - Chick-fil-A
March 19 - Italy Cafe

If you would like to receive the Youth Newsletter
PYF  HappeningsPYF  HappeningsPYF  HappeningsPYF  HappeningsPYF  Happenings, contact Alan Sledge, the
church office or check it out on the web at:

www.mooresvillefirstpres.org/PYF.htm

Marti Estes 5K
Mooresville Community W alk of Faith
Saturday, April 19th is fast approaching and the

Race/Walk Organizing Committee and current Board of
Deacons are continuing with the planning and
organizing of this inaugural event benefiting the
Mooresville Soup Kitchen.

A special thank-you to all of the sponsors who
have contributed up to this point. We now have 6 Gold
Level and 4 Silver Level
sponsors and are in discussion
with several others. We are
fast approaching the
deadline for T-Shirt
preparation and printing of
the Race Program so we ask
that anyone still considering a
sponsorship please do so soon to
take advantage of the benefits that sponsorship
provides. Forms are still available in the Church parlor
or you can call Bob Campbell at 704-491-2289 with any
questions.

During the month of March, a registration table
will be manned by the Organizing Committee and the
Deacons before and after the 11AM service. Stop by
and register as a runner or a walker, or simply to make
a donation. You can also sign up to volunteer on the day
of the race or to assist in the preparations for the race,
or you can do so by calling Gretchen Little at 704-528-
9796.

May God’s glory be realized as we work towards
a successful event designed to benefit a most worthy
community ministry. We ask for your prayers as we
continue with event planning and organization.

Board of Deacons
Marti Estes 5K Race/Walk Organizing Committee


