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Mission workers return from the fields
PYF Mission 2007:  Daytona Beach

Mwandi Mission 2007
Our relationship with the African village of Mwandi spans two decades.  From the hospital electrification

project back in 1990, to the ongoing work with the Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) Center, to the fund-
raising for the hospital endowment fund, to the ongoing communications project, we have been very involved, not
only by our financial support, but by sending a variety of volunteers to work on site.

This year we once again partnered with Lake Norman Fellowship (our “daughter”
church) to send nine volunteers in mission.  The team departed from Charlotte on June
25 and returned July 11.  While in Mwandi, they worked in the hospital, helped with
the OVC center, installed a new satellite communications infrastructure at the OVC,
secured the hospital network against “unauthorized users,” visited and prayed with
residents and assisted in Bible studies and preaching.  Most importantly, the team built some
lasting relationships with our sisters and brothers in Christ who live there in Mwandi.

The love of Christ manifested in the warm reception of the local community was perhaps
the most memorable aspect of the trip.  The smiles and laughter of children at the OVC, the tender
moments with patients in the hospital, the perseverance of the Kandiana (Old Age/Homeless
shelter) residents and the hospitality of the local church all cemented our new friendships and confirmed the
reality of the worldwide fellowship in Christ’s Church.

The team, which included Kathy Ballard (FPC), Carolyn Brawley (FPC), Fred Coates (FPC), Jean Coates
(FPC), Kirk Bleavens (LNF), Brenden Bleavins (LNF), Bonnie Polansky (LNF),  Doug Vinez (LNF)  and Sarah
Welch (LNF), presented a report during the church school hour on July 29.

The legendary racetrack, driving your car out on the beach - this is what one would normally associate with
Daytona Beach, Florida.  Members of PYF (Presbyterian Youth Fellowship) found a completely different side of
the area on their recent trip to hot and sunny Florida.  The mission team, 18 youth and 4 chaperones, spent five
days working with inner city kids and adults with disabilities.  Our members were joined by groups from LaPlata,
Missouri and Belton, Texas. Teams were formed and sent out to work in one of seven ministry sites.  Our church
group worked in six of the seven sites. The Salvation Army Day Camp, Kids Club, and The Bryan Children’s

Center were all day camps for local kids.  Our mission teams were sent to
assist local camp workers with the day to day operations of the camps. This
included everything from organizing and participating in games, transporting
kids to local activities and just being a part of their lives for a few days.

Other ministry sites included The Braille Librar y, a local warehouse
used for sorting, rewinding and cataloging an inventory just over 3.3 million
books on tape. The Palmetto House, a transitional housing unit for homeless
individuals and families, was the center of the manual labor for the week.
Mission teams worked on restriping the parking lot, painting and general

clean up. WORC (Work Oriented Rehabilitation Center) assists adults with disabilities with job skills and
housing. Mission teams spent time learning about the activities of the center as well as getting to know some of the
participants.

 If you would like to know more about our youth mission programs, check out www.youthworks.com.  We
have been associated with this international mission organization since 2001.
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From the Pastor
Last spring, we held our first “Lent in the Living Room,” a small group study series focused on

the sermon scriptures for Lent. Fifteen small groups met in host homes graciously provided by church
members, trained small group facilitators led in discussing and applying the passages, and a strong
sense of fellowship and spiritual growth developed in the groups. You responded with enthusiasm, as
180 FPC members and friends took part in a Lent in the Living Room group! Wonderful!

Building on this wonderful experience, now we are offering a new small group series for this fall.

The title is LIVING  THE GREAT LIFE . This new six-week series focuses on applying the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission to our ongoing Christian discipleship. You can see the dates, passages, and
themes below:

LIVING

THE GREAT LIFE

Following Jesus daily through the

Great Commandment and Great Commission

WEEK OF SCRIPTURES TITLES OF SERMONS AND STUDIES

Sunday, Matthew 22:34-40; 1. GREAT LIVING ...
Sept. 9 Matthew 28:16-20;     The Great Commandment and

John 14:15-17    Great Commission for every day.
Sunday Matthew 22:34-40:      2. GREAT WORSHIPPING...
Sept. 16 Matthew 28:16-20; Worship on Sunday mornings and

John 4:16-24       through personal devotions.
Sunday Matthew 22:34-40;      3. GREAT CONNECTING...
Sept. 23 Matthew 28:16-20;     Connect with other Christians in small groups

Hebrews 10:19-25    for support, study, and service.
Sunday Matthew 22:34-40;           4. GREAT STUDYING...
Sept. 30 Mathew 28:16-20; Study God’s Word in Sunday School

2 Timothy 3:14-17       and other classes and groups.
Sunday Matthew 22:34-40 5. GREAT SERVING...
Oct. 7 Matthew 28:16-20 Serve by helping neighbors near and far

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and telling them about Jesus.
Sunday Matthew 22:34-40 6. GREAT GIVING...
Oct. 14 Matthew 28:16-20        Give your time, your talents, and your tithes

Matthew 6:19-24       to God’s work in the world.

The parking lot behind the Fellowship
Hall has been repaved and striped.  At this
time we do not have a final cost figure.

Budget and Finance Forum

IMPORTANT NOTE: You will have the opportunity to sign up for the group of your choice beginning in late
August.  Also, if you’re interested in hosting a group in your home, in facilitating a group, or in both, please contact the
church office at 704-664-5275 or secretary@mooresvillefirstpres.org. We would love to share your gifts and resources
with the church and community.

I think “LIVING  THE GREAT LIFE ” will be a great opportunity for us once more to experience the joys of
Christian growth and fellowship in a small group of friends and followers of Jesus. I hope you’ll join us in learning
how to live the GREAT life God intends for us!

Grace and peace,
The Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. BrownThe Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown

January through May 2007

Budgeted Needs:     $359,738.00
Budgeted Income:     345,557.00

      -$  14,181.00
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Logos/MSM begins it s 29th year at FPC
The Logos/Middle School Ministry (MSM) program is set to begin its 29th year at First

Presbyterian on Wednesday, September 5.  We have children now attending Logos whose parents
attended Logos as children themselves!

The Logos/MSM program is a midweek program for youth in first through eighth grades, and consists of Bible
study, worship skills, recreation, and dinner.  The Logos program is open to children in first through sixth grades,
while the MSM program is open to children in seventh and eighth grades.

The primary goal of the Logos/MSM program is to develop genuine and lasting relationships between young
people and Jesus Christ, between young people and their ministers, parents, other adults of the congregation, and their
peers.

Those involved in Logos/MSM leadership believe that our program provides an unparalleled vehicle for
Christian Education during the week.  By spreading the program over a several-hour span that includes dinner and
recreation events, the experience is much like that of a summer camp or conference.  All four parts of the program are
interdependent and necessary for a complete Logos/MSM experience.

An essential part of the Logos/MSM program is parent participation.  All parents are required to volunteer in
some capacity each semester their child is enrolled in the program, usually performing kitchen duties, although
opportunities are available to assist in Bible classes, recreation, nursery and music.  A fee is also charged for
participation in the program - a $30 registration fee and a
$45 per semester tuition fee.  Scholarship help is available
upon request; please contact Ellen Auten or Valerie Mauney
to request scholarship assistance.

This year’s program director is Valerie Mauney (704-
663-7540); assistant director is Leeann DeCastro (704-660-
5248).  Please feel free to call Valerie or Leeann with
questions.

In order to register your child for the program, parents
are  required to attend a mandatory parent meeting, even if
you have attended a meeting in previous years.  Please make
note of the following dates:

Sunday, August 5,12, & 19 - Registration before and
after  both morning services.

August 19 or 22 -7:00 p.m. - Parent Meeting in  the
Parlor.

Logos/MSM dates
Sundays, August 5, 12, and 19 - Logos/MSM

registration in church parlor, before and after 8:30
and 11:00 a.m. worship services

Sunday, August 19 - 7:00 p.m. - Required
Logos/MSM Parent Meeting *

Wednesday, August 22 - 7:00 p.m. - Required
Logos/MSM Parent Meeting *

Sunday, August 26 - Registration Deadline
Sunday, August 26 - Logos/MSM Staff

Training - Time TBA
Wednesday, September 5 - 4:00 p.m. - First

Logos/MSM meeting
* Parents are required to attend one of the

Parent Meetings.

SupperClub is moving to W ednesday night s
Beginning on August 29, SupperClub will move to Wednesday nights.  The beginning time will remain

at 5:30 p.m. but the program will extend slightly till 7:30 p.m. As always, we will meet at the church and go
out for a meal (dutch treat) then return for a Bible study.  Other than the night,

the other change is this will become a “high school only” program.
SupperClub will take the place of Kairos, and will occur during the Logos/
MSM program. We would like you or your high school student (grades 9 -12)
to be active in SupperClub. If transportation or meal money is ever a
problem, please don’t hesitate to call the church office and speak with a
pastor or Interim Youth Director Alan Sledge.

The Sunday evening PYF schedule will remain unchanged.
It is:

4:15 p.m. Alphas (grades 7 & 8)
5:15 p.m. Omegas (grades 9 -12)

Dinner and music are held together. Alphas are dismissed at 6:30 p.m. and the Omegas at 7:30 p.m.
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5 6 7

12 13 14

19 20 21

26 27 28

Sunday Monday

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Communion

8:30am Early Worship
9:45am  Church School
11:00amWorship

Logos/MSM Registration

5:15pm PYF Rodeo Night

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:30am Early Worship
8:30am Presbyterian Men’s Breakfast
9:45am  Church School
11:00amWorship

Logos/MSM Registration
5:15pm PYF Lake Outing at the Curtis’ home
6:00pm Diaconate Meeting
7:00pm Committee Meetings

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:30am Early Worship
9:45am  Church School
10:00amWorship Orientation
11:00amWorship

Logos/MSM Registration
Catechism Registration

7:00pmLogos /MSMParent Meeting

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Christian Education Sunday

8:30am Early Worship
9:45am  Church School - Promotion Sunday
10:00amWorship Orinetation
11:00amWorship

Logos/MSM Registration Deadline
Catechism Registration

3::00pm Presbyterian Women’s Ice Cream Social
TBA Logos Staff Training
7:00pm Session Meeting

2007

Tuesday

9:30am CIA to Discovery Place

7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 166
meets in Scout Hut

7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 166
meets in Scout Hut

7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 166
meets in Scout Hut

7:00pm Boy Scout Troop 166
meets in Scout Hut

9:30am Preschool Orientation

2:00pm Staff Meeting - calendar ̀
planning

9:30am Preschool Orientation
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1 2 3 4

8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24 25

28 29 30 31

Wednesday Friday SaturdayThursday

11:00amBible Study at the home of
Fronnie Gardner

11:00amBible Study at the home of
Fronnie Gardner

11:00amBible Study at the home of
Fronnie Gardner

11:00amBible Study at the home of
Fronnie Gardner

7:00pmLogos/MSM Parent
Meeting

 7:30pmChancel Choir

11:00amBible Study at the home of
Fronnie Gardner

9:30am Bible Study at the home of
Harding & Peggy Rogers

9:30am Bible Study at the home of
Harding & Peggy Rogers

9:30am Bible Study at the home of
Harding & Peggy Rogers

9:30am Bible Study at the home of
Harding & Peggy Rogers

9:30am Bible Study at the home of
Harding & Peggy Rogers

7:00pm Small Group
Facilitator/Host
Training
in the FH

Camp Grier Labor Day Retreat

1:00pm Friends & Family Lake
outing at the Herrings

 7:30pm Chancel Choir

 7:30pm Chancel Choir

 7:30pm Chancel Choir

 7:30pm No choir practice tonight



6

Weekday Preschool
Well, the summer just flew by again, and I

thought about all of you and your little ones putting
your toes in the sand, swimming, eating ice cream,
playing T-Ball and relaxing these last 2 months.  I hope
it was a happy and memorable family time for
everyone, and that you are anxiously anticipating the
start of Preschool.

You should have received my letter indicating
your child’s class assignment and the dates of “Sneak-
a-Peek”.  The orientation is as follows:

Monday, August 20th   9:30
M,W,F 4 yr. old Bunnies and Bears
*M, T, TH 4 yr. old Bunnies and Bears
M,W,F 2 and 3 yr. old Fish, Ducks and Lambs

Tuesday, August 21st   9:30
T, TH 2 and 3 yr. old Fish, Ducks and Lambs
T,W,TH 4 yr. old Bunnies and Bears

*M-F  & M,T ,TH
4 yr. old Bunnies and Bears and 5 yr. old Frogs may
attend either day.

As I mentioned in my letter, this is an opportunity
for your child to see his/her classroom, teachers and

new friends.  The parent meeting,
which is mandatory, is a chance for
us to go over the school policies
and hopefully answer any questions
you may have.  I am, of course,
available to you anytime either at

the Preschool (704 664-2701) or at home (703 664-
3069).  The Preschool email address is:
preschool@mooresvillefirstpres.org.

Our first full day of school will begin August 22nd

from 9:00-12:00.
I do have a request for something you can do to

help the Preschool.  If you shop at Harris Teeter please
register with the Together in Education program for
First Presbyterian Preschool with the number 4317.
You only need to register once and then we
automatically benefit each time you shop.  Also, please
save and bring in any used inkjet cartridges so that we
may recycle them.

We look forward to seeing you and your little
one(s), and we share your hopes and dreams and will
work hard to make this a wonderful year.

With love,
Mrs. NancyMrs. NancyMrs. NancyMrs. NancyMrs. Nancy

Presbyterian Men
After a respite in July, the Presbyterian Men are

up and at it for their August 12 meeting.  Mark
Vaughan, long time member and past-president of the
Presbyterian Men, has kindly agreed to give a slide
presentation on his recent fishing expedition to
northern Saskatchewan, Canada.  Aware of his
propensity to generate ‘fish stories’, all attendees are
encouraged to bring their International Fresh and
Saltwater Fish Record  books and fish taxonomy
guides just in case some of Mark’s claims seem to need
challenging or his piscatorial identifications seem a
little ‘smelly’.

A sincere ‘Thank You’ is extended to Jeremy
Elliott for his golfing presentation at the June meeting.
Jeremy, the Head PGA Pro at the Mooresville Golf
Course, provided numerous insightful and practical
tips on improving the game of the attendees and by the
looks of the practice swings of some of the guys, his
presentation could not have come at a better time.  In a
drawing, Jeremy generously gave away a free lesson
and Tom Kirkland was the winner; a needier recipient
there could not be as Tom’s handicap and age are not
statistically different.

All men are invited to attend the August 12
meeting.  Good food and good fellowship accompany
the always entertaining programs; we would be
delighted to have you.  If you have never attended a
meeting before, come and see what we are all about.

Gene  E. Vaughan
Presbyterian Men, President

Congratulations
Jay Trimble receives Eagle Scout Award

Jay Trimble received his Eagle Scout Award on
July15th in an Eagle Scout Court of Honor at the 11am
worship service here at First Presbyterian Church. His
leadership project consisted of creating a perennial
flower garden where a classroom trailer had once stood
at South Elementary School. The garden included a
birdbath, walking path, benches, sundial, and a
birdblind fence with peepholes for the students to
observe birds without disturbing them in the garden.
This garden was created partly with a UTOTES grant -
Utilizing the Outdoors to Teach Experiential Science.
Congratulations to Jay for his successful completion of
all requirements for Scouting’s highest rank.
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Catechism Club to
begin a new year
Catechism Club is scheduled to

begin a new year in September, with classes held
during fall 2007 and spring 2008.  Children in third
through sixth grades are encouraged to participate.

For those unfamiliar with catechism, it is a book
which gives a brief summary of the basic principles of
Christianity in question and answer form.  Children
will learn basic theological vocabulary and gain an
understanding of the Christian faith that will lay a
foundation for their belief and trust in God through
Jesus Christ.  Children in Catechism Club will be
encouraged to memorize the 150 questions of the
First Catechism, and will have weekly instruction in
basic Bible truths.

Parental participation and attendance at Sunday
meetings is essential; if parents are unable to attend,
an adult sponsor will be matched with the child
wanting to attend.

The class will be held from 5:30-6:15 p.m., with
supper to follow the class from approximately 6:15-
6:45 p.m.  This fall’s schedule is as follows:  Sundays,
September 9, 16, 23, 30, October 7, 21, 28, November
4, 11, 18.

Adult mentors are an integral part of Catechism
Club.  They will “sponsor” a child through the
process of catechism memorization and instruction,
meeting frequently with the child.  Following
successful completion of catechism instruction and
memorization, the children will be recognized in a
worship service.

Registration will take place in the church parlor
on August 19 and 26, before and after the worship
services, or you may call Ellen Auten (704-664-5275)
in the church office to register.

Worship W orkshop
to be held August 19 and 26

At First Presbyterian, children join their parents
and our church family for the worship service once
they are in first grade, and the church offers a Worship
Workshop for first graders and their parents
as a way of preparation and introduction to
worship.  This class is a wonderful
opportunity to introduce children to our
church’s worship service, and to help
parents explain various aspects of the
service to their children.

The worship orientation class will
be led by Ellen Auten, and will be offered on two
dates:  Sunday, August 19 and 26, at 10:00 a.m. in the
sanctuary.  The class will be identical on these days, so
it is only necessary to attend one class.  Regular church
school classes will also be offered for first graders on
both Sundays.

Church School Promotion
Church School Promotion Sunday will be held

Sunday, August 26, at 9:45 a.m. in the fellowship hall.
All church school classes are invited to
attend the special activity, which should
last approximately fifteen minutes.
Teachers will be introduced, second
grade students will receive Bibles,
and we will enjoy some singing
together before being dismissed to
classes.  Refreshments will be served!  Come make a
midyear “New Year’s Resolution” to attend church
school regularly with your church family.

In addition, Christian Education programs and
workers will be recognized during the 8:30 and 11:00
a.m. worship services on that Sunday.

Children in Action in 2007
This summer’s final trip will be an outing to

Discovery Place in Charlotte on Tuesday, August 7,
where the group will enjoy the wonderful

exhibits in the Discovery Halls.  The
group plans to leave at 9:30 a.m. and
return by 3:30 p.m.  Cost is $7.  Bring a

bag lunch; drinks will be provided.
Please contact Ellen Auten by Monday,

August 6 to make a reservation.
Thanks to all the adults who have served as

chaperones, drivers, and pool hosts:  Tina Brooks,
Janie and Jimmy  Carpenter, Beverly Chappell,
Shirley Crowley, Leeann DeCastro, Mary and Mark
Kidwell, Gretchen Little, Valerie Mauney, Jen
McNeely, Liz Rader, and Tom Rhyne.  We appreciate
you!

Saint s Alive beach trip
The Saints Alive group is busy making plans for

their fall trip to Myrtle Beach, SC, where they plan to
stay at Island Vista (formerly known as Sea Island on
the Beach).  The trip is scheduled for Wednesday,
October 24 through Saturday, October 27.  Please
contact Ellen Auten if you are interested in signing up
for the trip, or if you have any questions.

For those who have already registered, you will
receive information soon about plans
for the trip, including transportation,
final payments, and possible shows
you may want to see during the trip.



Congregational Retreat Registration - August 31 -September 2, 2007

Name:____________________________________________________Phone No:__________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________
Approximate arrival time/day: ____________

Families please indicate children’s names and ages:
Name: _________________________________________Age:______
Name: _________________________________________Age:______
Name: _________________________________________Age:______
Name: _________________________________________Age:______

Lodging:  $12/person per night (no charge for children under 4)
I/We prefer lodging to be: qDorm style  qFamily style (private room, limited number available)
Indicate number of persons for:
Friday night     _________  @$12 = _________
Saturday night _________  @$12 = _________ LODGING TOTAL $_________

Meals:  Please indicate number of persons for each meal (no charge for children under 4):
Saturday breakfast: Sunday breakfast:
_____Age 10+@$5.00 = __________ _____Age 10+@$5.00 = ___________
_____Age  4-9@$3.75 = __________ _____Age  4-9@$3.75 = ___________
Saturday lunch: Sunday lunch:
_____Age 10+@$5.50=__________ _____Age 10+@$5.50 = ___________
_____Age  4-9@$4.25 = __________ _____Age  4-9@$4.50 = ___________
Saturday supper:
_____Age  10+@$5.00 = __________
_____Age   4-9@$3.75 = __________ MEALS TOTAL $_________

Daytime only use:  $3.00 for those not spending the night ______@$3.00 =_______Day Use Total $_________
(no charge for children under 4)

MEALS, DAY  USE AND LODGING  GRAND TOTAL  $_________

Return this form to the church office or place in the offering plate by: FRIDAY, AUGUST 24
Make checks payable to: FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

q Boat race
q Nametags

q Child care (preschoolers) during Bible study

q Child care (elementary age) during Bible study,
mainly with craft projects

Please contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275) if you are available to help in the following areas:

q Dining hall clean-up after meals
q Dining hall set-up before meals

q Barbecue chopping

q Lifeguard (currently certified)
q Campfire

Congregation plans Labor Day 2007 weekend retreat
It’s time to make your reservations and pack your bags for the annual Labor Day weekend retreat at Camp Grier!

The retreat will be held Friday, August 31, through  Sunday, September 2, at Camp Grier in Old Fort, NC.
You’ll discover things about yourself and others as you enjoy swimming, boating, campfires, singing,

Bible study, rock sliding, creek walking, rope bridges, rock skipping, hiking, ring swinging, rock collecting,
wildlife observations, napping, eating, and talking.  Hope you can join us!  Brochures are available in the
church office, online at www.mooresvillefirstpres.org, at the rear of the sanctuary, or you may use the
registration form below.

**Please note:  Camp Grier’s insurance policy now requires that we have a certified lifeguard present
when we use the pool.  The lifeguard must bring proper documentation of their certification.  Please contact Ellen
Auten if you are planning to attend the retreat and are currently a certified lifeguard.

Please note the following retreat payment policies:
Camp Grier policy requires that we make a firm reservation one week prior to our retreat weekend. Please help all involved in the
reservation process by turning in your reservation form with payment prior  to Friday, August 24. All r eservations require pre-
payment. In addition, if you choose to come for the day only, there is now a $3 per person fee for day usage (no charge for children
under 4).
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Change service requested

Welcome to New Members
The following people have joined the FPC family in
2007:

Dale, Linda & Grant Gowing
152 Lockerbie Lane
Mooresville, NC 28115

Francella Kerr
503 West Lowrance Avenue
Mooresville, NC 28115

Hans and Jean Pluer
P.O. Box 805
Cornelius, NC 28031

William Abele
1137 Elrosa Road
Mooresville, NC 28115

David and Elizabeth Jones
193 Water Oak Drive
Mooresville, NC 28117

Jon, Jamie, Rebecca & Jacob Telinger
Matthew & Christopher Wedlock
110 Flowering Grove Lane
Mooresville, NC 28115

We are happy to have each of you with us at First
Presbyterian Church!

Highlight s of July
Stated Session Meeting

During its July 26, 2007 stated meeting, the Session
discussed and acted on the following:

• Read an article by Gene Veith, “A Nation of
Deists,” then in small groups studied and
discussed appropriate Biblical and Presbyterian
responses.

• Prayed in small groups for the needs of the
church.

• Heard reports on the July 21 meeting of Salem
Presbytery.

• Set the date of the triennial meeting with Salem
Presbytery Committee on Ministry representa-
tives for August 26

• Approved the combining of the youth ministry
programs SupperClub and Kairos.

• Approved Christian Education teachers and
leaders for 2007-08.

• Approved the fall small group series, “Living
the Great Life.”

• Approved membership for a committee on
church facility and handicap accessibility needs.

• Approved session minutes and received infor-
mation reports from committees.

                  “Friends & Family” Annual Party/Picnic
The “Friends & Family” Sunday School class is having their annual party and picnic on

Saturday, August 25 from 1:00 p.m. until..... at the Herring’s Lake Norman Retreat in Sherrill’s
Ford.

Bring all your friends and family, a side dish or two, beverages to share, swimsuits, towels,
lawn and beach chairs, floats, wave runners and boats (if you can!)  There are two lots with three
piers, a swimming beach, a boat ramp and plenty of picnic tables.

This is a time to share fun and fellowship, so come and play.  Everyone is welcome!  We plan to eat about
6:00 p.m.  For more information and maps, call Mac and Jill Herring at 704-664-2704.


