
SERMON NOTES   ����    MAY 3, 2009  
 While We Were Still Sinners 

 

SERMON TEXT  
Romans 4:23-5:11 (NIV) 

23The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him 
alone, 24but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for 
us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 
25He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification. 

5:1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we 
have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 
And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but 
we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering 
produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured 
out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given 
us.  

 6You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare 
to die. 8But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 9Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 10For if, when we 
were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 

NOTES 
• Righteousness 

• Reconciliation 

• Response 
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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
Welcome & Opening Prayer...................................................................Fred Coates 

Please complete the Friendship Pad and pass it down your pew for all to sign.  
An asterisk (*) marks when those who are able will please stand. 

Please turn off your cell phones or place them on “vibrate.” 
 
 

Prelude: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need ..............................arr. Stephenson 
Exaltation Ringers 

 

Choral Call to Worship: Let All the World...............................................Liljestrand 
Chancel Choir 

 

Hymn #110: We Come, O Christ, to You ....................................DARWALL’S 148TH  
 

Children’s Sermon .........................................................................................Fred Coates 
 

Call to Confession ..........................................................................................Clay Brown 
 

Unison Prayer of Confession 
Father, we admit that we come before you today as broken 
people.  We have squandered our gifts, wasted our time, and 
ignored your voice.  Forgive us, Lord.  Help us to be the 
people that you have created us to be.  Help us to hear your 
call on our lives even in the midst of all the noise.  Through 
our Jesus Christ, forgive us, … 

 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

*Response #734: Glory Be to the Father..................................................GREATOREX 
 

CONFIRMATION & COMISSIONING 
  

Presentation of Confirmands 
  

Profession of Faith with Apostles’ Creed 



1. ...Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin 
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 

2. ...Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
trusting in his grace and love? 

3. ...Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his 
love? 

4. ...Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, share in its worship 
and ministry through your prayers and gifts, your study and service, and 
so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 

  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; 
was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Prayer of Blessing, and Welcome 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 53:4-9 Pew Bible, p.648 
Dorothy Campbell, reader 

 

New Testament Reading: Romans 4:23-5:11  Sermon Notes 
 

Sermon: While We Were Still Sinners ..............................................Tyler Domske 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Prayers of the People  
  

Giving of Tithes and Offerings 
  

Anthem: Great is Thy Faithfulness arr. Hayes 
Chancel Choir 

 

*Response #34: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow OLD 100TH 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

SEALING OF THE WORD IN COMMUNION 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
  

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
  

Words of Institution and Breaking of Bread 
  

Communion of the People 
  

Post-Communion Prayer 
 

*GOING IN GOD’S NAME 
  

Opportunities for Service & Invitation to Christian Discipleship 
  

Charge and Benediction 
  

Response: The Lord’s Prayer..............................................................................No. 740 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

*POSTLUDE: Adagio in D...............................................................................................Merkel 
  

* Those who are able, please stand. 

If you are our guest today, welcome! We’re so glad you’re here. For more 
information on FPC, please indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and/or 
take home a “Welcome Home” folder from the Parlor. You can become a 
FPC member TODAY by your profession of faith, transfer of membership, 
or reaffirmation of faith. Please speak with the pastor in the chancel area 
following the service. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. Assisted listening 
devices are available from the sound console at the back of the sanctuary.  
 

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in 
honor of this year’s Confirmation Class. 
 
Recent Prayer Requests: Samuel Creech; Bob Davidson; Clayton Davidson; 
Anita Teeter; Suzy Brawley; David Nelson’s father;  Pauline Bowers, Jean 
Chislaghi’s mother; Rebecca Auten;  Fred Hoke;  Mary Voils Aven;  Terry 
Stevens; Tip McGee; Cathy Brown’s parents, especially her dad; David Ortwein, 
Ken Bernd’s nephew;  EO3SW Laban Thompson; Scott Knutsen; 1st Lt. Ben 
Peacock, USAF;  all those who have recently lost loved ones; those who have 
lost their jobs recently. 
 

Confirmation Luncheon:  Everyone is invited to a luncheon honoring 
the Confirmation Class immediately following the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service in the fellowship hall.  
 
Those being confirmed today are:  
Luz Heilman    Bailey Abernathy 
Lizzie Love    Lee Rhyne 
Ryan Lynch    Corinne Sink 
Kayla McGuffey    Joe Robinson 
Mariah McGuffey   Nell Herring    
  
Camp Grier:  Summer camping sessions will be held at Camp Grier in 
Old Fort, NC, from June 14 through July 31 for children and youth in rising 
grades 2-12.  Informational brochures may be found at the rear of the 
sanctuary, in the parlor, and in the church office.  Scholarship help is 
available. 
  
Vacation Bible School:  Registration for this summer’s VBS will be held 
during May – information and registration forms may be found in the 
church parlor.  This year’s theme is “Kingdom of the Son: The Lord’s 
Prayer Safari VBS.”  Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 22-26 from 
9:30 a.m. – noon, with classes for 3 year olds through rising sixth grade.  
Adult and teen volunteer help is needed.  Please contact VBS director 
Susan Kendall to volunteer. 
 
Christian sympathy is expressed to Martha and Ron Gragg and families 
in the death of their daughter/sister, Jane Diehl, on April 25 and to 
Margaret Sanders and family in the recent death of her sister. 
 
We extend our deepest and sincerest “Thanks” to all of our friends 
and family at First Presbyterian. Your support through your cards, letters, 
emails, personal visits and meals has helped us weather this storm over the 
past two years. Chemo treatments still continue every 2-4 weeks and we 
are hoping to destroy the tumor soon. Meanwhile, we look forward to 
seeing all of you around the Church campus!  Terry and Sue Stevens 
 

 

Calendar for May 3 – May 10, 2009 
 

 Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - Early Worship   
  10:00 a.m. - Church School  
  11:00 a.m. - Worship  
  12:30 p.m. - Confirmation Luncheon 
  4:00 p.m. - Alpha PYF 
  5:00 p.m. - Omega PYF 
  7:00 pm. - CE & Personnel Committees  
 
 Monday: 5:30 p.m. - Presbyterian Women’s Dinner 
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
  7:30 p.m. - Bible Study at the Coates’ home  
 
 Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. - Logos Council 
  12:00 p.m. - Circle 5 at the home of Sandra Harris 
  2:00 p.m. - Library Committee 
  6:45 p.m. - Underground Bible Study 
 

 Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - Bible Study at the home of Fronnie Gardner 
  6:15 p.m. - HS SupperClub @ Shiki 
  7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir 
 

 Thursday: 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study at the Rogers’ home 
  6:00 p.m. - Exaltation Ringers 
  7:15 p.m. - Pastor’s Bible Study 
 

 Friday: 6:15 p.m. - PYF God Goes to the Movies  
    
 Sunday 5/10   Happy Mother’s Day  
  9:00 a.m. - Early Worship   
  10:00 a.m. - Church School  
    No PYF 
  6:00 p.m. - Deacon’s Meeting 
  7:00 pm. - Missions Committee 
 
 
Next Sunday’s Worship—May 10, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. services:  Clay 
Brown preaching on Romans 5:12-21 
 
 
 
 

 
 In Memoriam 

Elizabeth Jane Gragg Diehl 
December 11, 1943 – April 25, 2009 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth that they may rest from their labors,  

for their deeds follow them!   Revelation 14:13 

 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 


