
 

 

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
January 20, 2008   11:00 A.M. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pastor 
INVOCATION 
PRELUDE “The Little Prelude in C Major” Bach 
   Dr. Steven Mowery, Organist 
 
*THE DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow No. 34 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*OPENING SENTENCES 
*HYMN Majesty No. 43 
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Diane Harrington, Elder 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart, soul, and mind. We have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Jesus Christ we pray; Amen. 

*SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
*RESPONSE Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus No. 472 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face; and the things of earth 
will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 34:29-35 Pew Bible, OT pp. 79-80 
   Anne Telford, Reader 
 
*HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah No. 501 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever. Amen. 

 

GIVING OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
ANTHEM “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Dorsey 
   Chancel Choir 
*RESPONSE We Give Thee but Thine Own (Verse 1) No. 688 
We give thee but thine own, what-e’er the gift may be: all that we have is thine 
alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SERMON LESSON Mark 6:45-56 Insert 
SERMON Utterly Astounded! Dr. Brown 
PRAYER OF RESPONSE 
 
*HYMN We Have Heard the Joyful Sound (Verses 1-3) No. 554 
*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the 
Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION 
*RESPONSE We Have Heard the Joyful Sound (Verse 4) No. 554 
*POSTLUDE “The Little Fugue in C Major”  Bach 
 

++++++++++++++++ 
 

* Those who are able will please stand. 
 

If you are our guest today, welcome! We’re so glad you’re here. For more information, please 
indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and pick up a “Welcome Home” folder in the Parlor.  
 

You can become a member of First Presbyterian TODAY by your profession of faith, transfer 
of church membership, or reaffirmation of faith. Please speak with a pastor during the time of 
refreshments following today’s service. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. Assisted listening devices are available from 
the sound console at the back of the sanctuary. Recordings of the 11:00 a.m. service are available 
at the sound console at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

 
 



 

 

Officers of  First Presbyterian Church 
 

2008 SESSION 
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Class of 2008   Class of 2009   Class of 2010 
C.P. Chappell   Christine B. Ahearn  David W. Brooks, II 

Roger Hyatt   Karen O. Braw ley   Diane M. Harrington 
Bill Lackey   F. Michael Campbell, MD  Donald F. How ie 
Scott Mauney   Philip L. Heilman   Joyce S. Johnson 
Eddie Nelson   Weldon M. Hitchcock  Thomas R. Kirkland, Jr. 

Trent Newell   Thermond E. Thompson  W. Smith Kirk 
Steve Robinson   J. Scott Vaughan   Mark E. McNeely 
 

2008 DIACONATE 

Jim McDonnell,  Moderator 
 

Class of 2008   Class of 2009   Class of 2010 
Don Copeland   Dale W. Braw ley   Kathy B. Ballard 
Neil Faulkenberry   John G. Donelson  Laura E. Bates 
Gretchen Little   Judy L. Cole   Lynn T. Brooks 

Carol McClure   Eric H. Estes   Rebecca B. Deal 
Jim McDonnell   C. Marshall Horsman, Jr.   Janice S. Pluer 
Scott Ray   Kathleen H. Irw in   J. Patrick Stutts 
Susan Williams   Julie R. Morrow   Anthony M. Woodring 

 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
249 West McLelland Avenue     Mooresville, North Carolina 28115 

 (704) 664-5275     www.mooresvillefirstpres.org 
 

PASTORS 
The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pastor/Head of Staff................................... clay@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
The Rev. Dr. Fred A.H. Coates, Associate Pastor.............................associate@mooresvillefirstpres.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth/Youth Director (Vacant—Search in Progress) 
 

PROGRAM AND SUPPORT STAFF 
Alan Sledge, Director of Music/Interim Youth........................... musicdirector@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Ellen Auten, Director of Christian Education ......................................... dce@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Nancy Kortright, Director of Preschool.........................................preschool@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
LuAnne Sledge, Treasurer............................................................treasurer@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Nellie Goodman, Secretary ..........................................................secretary@mooresvillefirstpres.org 

Billy Black, Sexton     Jerilyn Fair, Hostess     Dr. Steven Mowery, Organist 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Loving God… Loving People… Making Disciples  
 

January 20, 2008 

11:00 A.M. Worship  
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
249 West McLelland Avenue 

Mooresville, North Carolina 28115 
(704) 664-5275  ����  www.mooresvillefirstpres.org 



 

 

Announcements 
 

Marti Estes 5K - Mooresville Community Walk of Faith,  April 19,  2008 : Registration forms for 
the race/walk are now available in the Church parlor or you can register online at 
http://www.activezach.com/events/eventDetails.cfm?pEventId=2312, or by clicking on the link on 
the Church website under Missions. Special thanks to the following contributing sponsors - Ladd 
McCall and Associates CPA, PA; LKN Capital; Leigh Madison Company; All Waterways 
Construction, Inc; Crouch Brothers, Inc. Gold, Silver, and Bronze level sponsorships are still 
available but you need to act fast! Sponsorship info can be found in the Church parlor or contact 
Bob Campbell at 704-662-8286 or 704-491-2289 for more information.  Volunteers for event 
preparation and event day needed, please call Gretchen Little 704-528-9796 or email her at 
gretchenwlittle@yahoo.com  if you can help. 
 

Saints Alive Trip:  Join the Saints Alive group on a tour of the Special Collections department at the 
Mooresville Public Library, led by Andy Poore, on Tuesday, January 29.  Meet at the library, located 
at 304 S. Main Street, at 10:30 a.m.  Following the tour, the group will have lunch at Soiree 
Restaurant.  Reservations are essential; please contact Ellen Auten. 
 

Fred and Jean Coates’ Bible study will not meet on Monday, January 21. 
 

Deacon’s training on Fellowship One will be held on Wednesday, January 23 at 6:30 p.m. and 
Saturday, January 26 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 310. 
 

Condensed Church Directory Reports are at the rear of the sanctuary and in the parlor.  We will 
be using this report to do a new church directory shortly and we know that there may be some 
incorrect information that occurred while in the process of changing to our new database.  If you 
have not received one of these by mail, please pick one up and check your family’s information.  If  
corrections need to be made, please call the office at 704-664-5275 or email us at 
secretary@mooresvillefirstpres  with the correct data.  Thank you 
 

If You Didn’t Hear: Mwandi Endowment Surpasses Goal! We have a reason to celebrate this 
week at FPC. Our Mwandi Mission endowment goal of $100,000 has been reached and gone beyond. 
What was expected to take 5 years has taken closer to 3 years. Last Sunday evening’s chili cook-off 
put us over the top. The total as of 1/8/07 is $101,914.53. Praise God! This wonderful occurrence 
shows me four things: 

•       There is nothing we can’t do as a congregation if God is in it and he wants us to do  
•       We have some truly dedicated Christ followers in this congregation.  
•       People in Mwandi will be truly blessed because of your generosity and faith.  
•       We will continue ties with and assistance to Mwandi. But we will also move to other 
needs as well.  
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Calendar (Week of January 20 -27, 2008) 
 

 Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - Worship  
  9:45 a.m. - Church School  
  11:00 a.m. - Worship 
  4:15 p.m. - Alpha PYF   
  5:15 p.m. - Omega PYF  

 

 Monday:   MLK, Jr. Day – Church office & Preschool Closed 
  1:30 p.m. - PYF Ski Trip 
  7:00 p.m. - Executive Committee 
  7:30 p.m. - Bible Study at Coates’ home will not meet tonight 
  

 Tuesday:   Preschool Closed 
  9:00 a.m. - Moms in Touch 
 

 Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - Bible Study at the home of Fronnie Gardner 
  4:00 p.m. - Logos/MSM – “Hawaiian Luau” Night 
  6:15 p.m. - HS Supper Club at Bojangle’s 
 

 Thursday: 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study at the Rogers’ home 
  6:00 p.m. - Exaltation Ringers 
  7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir 
 

 Friday: 10:00 a.m. - Women’s Bible Study in the parlor 
  

 Sunday 1/27 8:30 a.m. - Worship  
  9:45 a.m. - Church School  
  11:00 a.m. - Worship with the Logos choir 
  4:15 p.m. - Alpha PYF 
  5:00 p.m. - Coffee with Clay and Cathy at the Manse  
  5:15 p.m. - Omega PYF 
  5:15 p.m. - Catechism Club meet with mentors 
  7:00 p.m. - Session Meeting 
 
 

Recent Prayer Requests: Morgan Fair; Allison Deaton; Miriam McNeely; Catherine Craig;  Jackie 
Potter; John Morrow;. Mary Grace McMillan; Joyce Gilliard, Jean Coates’ sister; James Combs, Emily 
Kirkland’s father; Adrian Cherry; Kay Carrigan, Judith McLean’s sister-in-law; the family of Harry 
Johnson, Joyce Johnson’s brother-in-law; Jan Stillwell’s father; Anita Teeter; Terry Stevens; Curtis 
Blake, Cathy Brown’s father; Martha Andrews; Charles Dixon; Sr. A Tim Irwin, USAF; and QM 3 
SW Laban Thompson and shipmates on the USS Guardian. 
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SERMON NOTES   ����    JANUARY 20, 2008   ����    8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
Utterly Astounded! 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 6:45-56 
45Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, to 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on 
the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone 
on the land. 48And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was against 
them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant 
to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and 
cried out, 50for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind 
ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the loaves, but 
their hearts were hardened. 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 
moored to the shore. 54And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized 
him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to 
wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid 
the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his 
garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 

SERMON OUTLINE 
I. Get in the boat now: Crowd control issues (v. 45)… 

II. Against the wind: A torturous lack of progress (vv. 46-48a)… 

III. Passing by + It is I = I Am: An utterly astounding reality (vv. 48b-51)… 

IV. Blown off course: Hardened hearts vs. touching the fringe (vv. 52-56)… 
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