
 

 

ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD 
October 21, 2007   11:00 A.M. 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP...........................................................The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pastor 
Welcome and Friendship Pads 
Announcements 
Invocation 

 

PRELUDE: “Here I Am, Lord”...................................................................................................................................Farlee 
Dr. Steven Mowery, Organist 

 

*DOXOLOGY: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”..............................................Hymnal, No. 34 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

*HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory”.................................................................................Hymnal, No. 569 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON...........................................The Rev. Dr. Fred Coates, Associate Pastor 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 

Sovereign God, we confess to you that our perspectives and actions are twisted 
by pride. We see ourselves as pure when in reality we are stained, and mighty 
when in reality we are weak. We have failed to live in your love. We have 
neglected to be just. We have turned away from your truth. God of mercy, forgive 
our sin, so we may serve you joyfully and fearlessly. Through Jesus Christ we 
pray; Amen. 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: … Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
Unison: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

 

*RESPONSE: “When Peace Like a River” (Verse 3)......................................................Hymnal, No. 428 
My sin—O, the bless of this glorious thought, my sin—not in par t but the whole, is  
nailed to the cross and I bear it no more: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
It is well (It is well) with my soul (with my soul), it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

ANTHEM : “Great is the Lord”........................................................................................................................arr. Wagner 
Exaltation Ringers 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING: Malachi 3:6-12 ...................................................................Pew Bible, p. 842 
Liz Rader, Reader 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Heidelberg Catechism—Question 1” 
Q: What is your only comfort, in life and in death? 
A. That I belong—body and soul, in life and in death—not to myself but to my 

faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my 
sins and has completely freed me from the dominion of the devil; that he protects me 
so well that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head;  
indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. Therefore, by his Holy 
Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life, and makes me wholeheartedly willing and 
ready from now on to live for him. 

 

*HYMN: “Fairest Lord Jesus”................................................................................................................Hymnal, No. 123  
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORD OF GOD PROCLAIMED 
Matthew 22:36-40; 28:18-20; Luke 12:41-48 (Insert) 

 “RAISING THE BAR” 
Dr. Brown 

 

PRESENTATION OF PLEDGES, TITHES, AND OFFERINGS 
Invitation to Give................................................................................................................................................Dr. Brown 
*Hymn: “I Surrender All” (Verses 1-3) .......................................................................................Hymnal, No. 474 
*Taking Pledges, Tithes, and Offerings to the Lord’s Table....................................................Congregation 
*Prayer of Dedication........................................................................................................................................Dr. Brown 

 

*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION 
 

*RESPONSE: “I Surrender All” (Verse 4).......................................................................................Hymnal, No. 474 
All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to thee; fill me with thy love and 
power, let thy blessing fall on me. I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my 
blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

 

POSTLUDE: “Dialogo per Organo”................................................................................................................Banchireri 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

* Those who are able w ill please stand. 
 

If you are our guest today, w elcome to First Presbyterian! We’re so glad you’re w orshiping w ith us. For more 
information, please indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and speak w ith one of the pastors follow ing 
the service. God bless you! Please return to worship w ith us again. 
 

You can become a member of First Presbyterian TODAY by your profession of fa ith, transfer of church 
membership, or reaffirmation of faith. Elders from the Session meet after every service to receive new  
members. Please speak w ith a pastor during the time of refreshments follow ing today’s service. 
 

Recordings of the 11:00 a.m. service are available at the sound console at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God and in honor of Trenton New ell’s 
6th birthday by his family. 



 

 

OFFICERS OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

2007 SESSION 
Dr. Clay Brown, Moderator  Dr. Frederick A. Coates CP Chappell, Clerk 
 

Class of 2007    Class of 2008   Class of 2009 
Mildred M. Amon    C.P. Chappell   Christine B. Ahearn 
W. Brent Curtis    Roger Hyatt   Karen D. Braw ley 
William B. Harris, III   Bill Lackey   F. Michael Campbell, MD 
Richard A. Omohundro   Scott Mauney   Philip L. Heilman 
Lynelle C. Ow en    Eddie Nelson   Weldon M. Hitchcock 
Alan T. Sledge    Trent New ell   Thermond E. Thompson 
Paul S. Trimble    Steve Robinson   J. Scott Vaughan 
 

2007 DIACONATE 
Bob Campbell, Moderator 
 

Class of 2007    Class of 2008   Class of 2009 
Robert E. Campbell   Don Copeland   Dale W. Braw ley 
Mike Ladd    Neil Faulkenberry   John G. Donelson 
William H. McIntyre, III   Gretchen Little   Judy L. Cole 
Jennifer S. McNeely   Carol McClure   Eric H. Estes 
Eric Pluer    Jim McDonnell   C. Marshall Horsman, Jr. 
Becky H. Rader    Scott Ray   Kathleen H. Irw in 
Mike Toma    Susan Williams   Julie R. Morrow  
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
249 West McLelland Avenue     Mooresville, North Carolina 28115 

 (704) 664-5275     www.mooresvillefirstpres.org 
 

PASTORS 
The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pastor/Head of Staff................................... clay@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
The Rev. Dr. Fred A.H. Coates, Associate Pastor.............................associate@mooresvillefirstpres.org 

Associate Pastor for Youth/Youth Director (Vacant—Search in Progress) 
 

PROGRAM AND SUPPORT STAFF 
Alan Sledge, Director of Music/Interim Youth........................... musicdirector@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Ellen Auten, Director of Christian Education ......................................... dce@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Nancy Kortright, Director of Preschool.........................................preschool@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
LuAnne Sledge, Treasurer............................................................treasurer@mooresvillefirstpres.org 
Nellie Goodman, Secretary ..........................................................secretary@mooresvillefirstpres.org 

Billy Black, Sexton     Jerilyn Fair, Hostess     Dr. Steven Mowery, Organist 
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Calendar (Week of October 21 - 28, 2007) 
 

 Sunday:  8:30 a.m. - Worship 
  9:45 a.m. - Church School 
  11:00 a.m. - Worship  
  4:15 p.m. - Alpha PYF 
  5:15 p.m. - Omega PYF 
  5:30 p.m. - Catechism Club 
  6:00 p.m. - Diaconate Meeting 
 

 Monday: 7:00 p.m. - Executive Committee  
  7:00 p.m. - Boy Scouts 
 

 Tuesday:   Presbytery Meeting at North Wilkesboro 
  9:00 a.m. - Moms in Touch in the Session room 
 

 Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - Bible Study with Fronnie Gardner 
  9:30 a.m.  Saints Alive leave for the Beach Trip 
  4:00 p.m. - Logos/MSM Masquerade Madness Night 
  6:15 p.m. - High School SupperClub at “Sonic” 
 

 Thursday:  9:30 a.m. - Bible Study at the Rogers’ home 
  6:00 p.m. - Exaltation Ringers 
  7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir 
 
 

 Sunday 10/28 8:30 a.m. - Worship w ith MSM Handbells 
  9:45 a.m. - Church School 
  11:00 a.m. - Worship  
  4:15 p.m. - Alpha PYF 
  5:15 p.m. - Omega PYF 
  5:30 p.m. - Catechism Club 
  7:00 p.m. - Session Meeting 
 

Recent Prayer Requests:  Anita Teeter; Eloise Braw ley; Leeann DeCastro; Shelly Rhyne and family; Nancy Smith; 
Angie Toma; the family of Eloise Holt; Terry Stevens; Curtis Blake, Cathy Brow n’s father; Martha Andrews; Charles 
Dixon; Sr. A Tim Irw in, USAF;  and QM 3 SW Laban Thompson and shipmates on the USS Guardian. 
 

Announcements 
 

Saints Alive Beach Trip:  Thirty-six Saints Alive participants are registered for the annual trip to Island Vista 
in Myrtle Beach, SC, beginning this Wednesday, October 24, and returning Saturday, October 27.  Participants 
w ho are riding in the church van should plan to meet at  church at 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday. 
 

Operation Christmas Child:  Everyone is encouraged to attend the November church night supper, 
scheduled for Sunday, November 4, at 6:00 p.m. in the fellow ship hall.  Follow ing supper, there w ill be a brief 
program by a representative from Operation Christmas Child, and then participants w ill have an opportunity to 
pack shoe boxes for needy children.  Begin shopping for items to include in the shoe boxes; brochures w ith 
details about items to include are located at the rear of the sanctuary and outside the church office.  
 

Christian sympathy is expressed to Shelly Rhyne on the death of her grandmother this w eek. 
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SERMON NOTES   "    OCTOBER 21, 2007   "   8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
“RAISING THE BAR” 

 
SERMON PASSAGE: Luke 12:41-48 

41Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?” 42And the Lord said, “Who then is 
the faithful and wise manager, whom his master will set over his household, to give them their 
portion of food at the proper time? 43Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing 
when he comes. 44Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions. 45But if that servant 
says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the male and female servants, 
and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put him with the 
unfaithful. 47And that servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his 
will, will receive a severe beating. 48But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, 
will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given,  of him much will be required,  
and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.” 
 

SERMON OUTLINE 
I. The Setting, Movement, and Punchline of This Parable… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

II. The Joys, Opportunities, & Challenges of Being Given Much… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. The Joys, Opportunities, & Challenges of Much Being Required… 
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