
 

 

CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP 
February 4, 2007   11:00 A.M. 
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP .............................................The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pastor 

Welcome and Friendship Pads 
Announcements 
Invocation 

 
PRELUDE: Prelude in G Major...............................................................................Mendelssohn 

Joanne Daykin, Organist 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
*HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing....................................................................No. 68 
 
*CONFESSION AND PARDON................................... The Rev. Dr. Fred Coates, Associate Pastor 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We 
have offended against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we 
ought to have done, and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. 
Have mercy upon us. Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises, 
declared to the world in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant, O merciful God, for Christ’s 
sake that we may live  a holy, just, and humble life  to the glory of your holy name. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; Amen. 

Silent Prayers of Confession 
Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: …Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
Unison: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

 
*RESPONSE: O How He Loves You and Me.....................................................................No. 270 

O how he loves you and me, O how he loves you and me; he gave his life—what more 
could he give? O how he loves you, O how he loves me, O how he loves you and me! 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
ANTHEM: Tall Walls Fall! ...........................................................................................Waldrop 

Middle School Handbell Choir 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25......................................Pew Bible, pp. 156 

Becky Rader, Reader 
 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary; 
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; 

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
*HYMN: Christ for the World! We Sing ...........................................................................No. 561 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will  be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Invitation to Give 
Offertory: The Holy Vine............................................................................................ Moore 

Chancel Choir 
*Doxology: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow..................................................No. 34 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise 
him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

SERMON 
Jonah 3:3b-10 (Insert) 

“Big Fish… Bigger God: Drastic Times and Drastic Measures” 
Dr. Brown 

 
*HYMN: Go to the World!  (Verses 1,2,3)........................................................................No. 553 
 
*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*RESPONSE: Go to the World!  (Verse 4)........................................................................No. 553 
 
POSTLUDE: Postlude in G Major...........................................................................Mendelssohn 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
* Those who are able will please stand. 
 

If you are our guest today, welcome to First Presbyterian! We’re so glad you’re worshiping with us. For 
more information, please indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and speak with one of the pastors  
following the service. God bless you! Please return to worship with us again. 
 

You can become a member of First Presbyterian TODAY by your profession of faith, transfer of church 
membership, or reaffirmation of faith. Elders from the Session meet aft er every service to receive new 
members. Please speak with Fred Coates, our associate pastor, in the Parlor following today’s service. 
 

Recordings of the 11:00 a.m. service are available at the sound console at the back of the sanctuary. 
 



 

 

Announcements 
 

New Sermon Series—Big Fish… Bigger God: Think the story of Jonah is simply about a whale swallowing a 
man? Think again! Seven sermons from January 7-February 18 in both 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services will 
take us through this remarkable Old Testament witness to the acts of a loving, gracious God and the responses God 
desires from us.  

Remaining Sermons for Big Fish… Bigger God: 
1. 2/11/07, Jonah 4:1-4, “And This Is a Bad Thing?”  
2. 2/18/07, Jonah 4:5-11, “Looking at Life Through a God-Shaped Lens”  

A wonderful way for you to prepare for each sermon in this life-changing series is to read the Scripture passage for 
Sunday before you come to the worship service. Come to worship ready to hear God’s Word shared, explained, and 
applied to our lives through the incredible and inspiring story of Jonah. 
 

Need for Ushers and Greeters: If you are interested in this ministry of hospitality and welcome on Sunday 
mornings, please contact Phil Heilman, chair of the Worship and Music Committee, 704-663-6518, 
bichoperez@aol.com.  
 

As we enter 2007, the flower calendar is rather empty. If you would like to place flowers in the church during 
worship in honor or in memory of someone, please call or stop by the church office.  The flower calendar will be in 
the Parlor over the next several Sundays for your convenience. Please take a moment to see if there is a Sunday you 
would like to place flowers in the church.  
 

Our seventh annual Talent Show and covered dish supper is next Sunday evening, February 11 in the 
fellowship hall.  The show is open to anyone and, yes, you can still sign up by simply seeing Alan Sledge anytime 
before Sunday evening.  Do you know someone who has a talent to share?  Give them a call and encourage them to 
be a part of this fun evening.  The purpose of the event is to share some fun, some laughs and fellowship with the 
church family.  As usual, childcare will be provided during the show.  The meal will be a covered dish supper 
coordinated by church hostess Jerilyn Fair and volunteers from Circle No. 2, assisted by members of the Diaconate.  
The church will provide meat and drinks; you will bring the sides and desserts.  There will be donation baskets on 
the tables to cover the cost of the meat.  Dinner is at 6:00 p.m. followed by the show at 7:00 p.m. 
 

The Presbyterian Men’s breakfast next Sunday at 8:30 a.m. will feature a presentation by Mr. John 
Koppelmeyer- president of the Barium Springs Home for Children.  As you may know, Barium Springs initially 
began as an orphanage and today it continues its wonderful outreach by providing residential care, educational 
services, childcare, and a campus ministry.  Men are invited to bring their families to this breakfast and hear about a 
true valentine: the services that Barium Springs provides to North Carolina families and children.  Please call the 
church office and let them know how many family members will be attending. 
 

Camp Grier: Camp Grier Director Dave Cohn will present a program on summer camping opportunities during 
the Logos/MSM dinner hour this Wednesday, February 7.  Parents and all interested in summer camping are 
encouraged to attend; the program will begin at approximat6:45 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  Camp Grier is located 
in Old Fort, NC, and offers camping programs for children in rising second through twelfth grades. 
 

Christian sympathy is expressed to Susan Poore and family in the death of her mother in Raleigh, NC and to Mark 
Kortright and family in the death of his brother-in-law in New York. 
 

Recent prayer requests: Terry Stevens; Sam and Margaret Sanders; Jim Drye; Eleanor Templeton; John McClure 
and family; Miriam McNeely’s brother, Emory Watson; Brent Curtis’ mother; Sue Parnell’s father, Richard Scovil; 
Doris and Carl Neal; Dennis Ladd; and Laban Thompson and his shipmates on the USS Guardian.   
 

 
 
 

 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
First Presbyterian Church 

249 West McLelland Avenue 
Mooresville, North Carolina 

The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth be silent before Him…  
Habakkuk 2:20 



 

 

Calendar 
 

 Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - Early Worship 
  9:45 a.m. - Church School  
  11:00 a.m. - Worship with Handbells 
  3:00 p.m. - Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  5:15 p.m. - PYF “Souper Bowl” Sunday 
 

 Monday: 7:00 p.m. - Lent in the Living Room Facilitator Training in FH   
  7:30 p.m. - Bible study at the home of Fred & Jean Coates 
 

 Tuesday: 5:30 p.m. - PYF Supper Club at Zaxby’s 
  6:00 p.m. - Brownies in room 319 
  7:00 p.m. - Exaltation Ringers 
 

 Wednesday: 11:00 a.m. - Bible Study with Fronnie Gardner 
  4:00 p.m. - Logos/MSM – Camp Out/Gone Fishin’ Night 
  5:00 p.m. - Kairos 
  6:45 p.m. - Camp Grier program in the Fellowship Hall 
  7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir 
 

 Thursday: 9:30 a.m. - Bible Study at the home of Harding & Peggy Rogers 
  6:00 p.m. - Fun & Fellowship at  the Golden Corral 
 

 Sunday 2/11:  8:30 a.m. - Presbyterian Men’s Breakfast  
  8:30 a.m. - Early Worship 
  9:45 a.m. - Church School  
  11:00 a.m. - Worship with Exaltation Ringers 
  5:15 p.m. - Alpha and Omega PYF 
  6:00 p.m. - Talent Show and Church Pot Luck Supper 
 
Scout Sunday is being observed today and we welcome all of the Scouts who are worshipping with us 
this morning 
 
 

These Days, our quarterly devotional magazine, has arrived  
and can be picked up at the rear of the sanctuary today. 
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SERMO N NO TES   !   FEBRUARY 4, 2007   !    8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 
Big Fish… Bigger God: Drastic Times and Drastic Measures  !   Jonah 3:3-10 (ESV) 

 
SERMON TEXT: Jonah 1:4-16 (ESV) 

3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's 
journey. And he called out, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" 5And the people of 
Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 
least of them. 
 6The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered 
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and published through 
Nineveh, "By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste 
anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 
them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his 
hands. 9Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not 
perish." 
  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster 
that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it . 
 

SERMON OUTLINE: Big Fish… Bigger God: Drastic Times and Drastic Measures 
I. “YET FORTY DAYS, AND NINEVEH SHALL BE OVERTHROWN!” 

 
 
 
 
 

II. THE PEOPLE OF NINEVEH BELIEVED GOD. 
 
 
 
 
 

III.  “LET EVERYONE TURN FROM HIS EVIL WAY …” 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. GOD RELENTED OF THE DISASTER… 
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Lent in the Living Room Groups—Sign Up Today! 
You will have the opportunity to participate in something new and exciting for First Presbyterian Church 
this Lent—a small group ministry called “ Lent in the Living Room.” 
 What happens during “ Lent in the Living Room”? Small groups of 
between 8-14 people will meet once a week for six sessions in host homes 
in locations throughout Mooresville and the surrounding area during Lent. 
When they meet, they do the following:  

•  Study the Scriptures together, using the sermon passage preached 
the previous Sunday as the text with discussion questions and a 
trained small group facilitator from the church. 

•  Share with one another and get to know each other. 
•  Pray together. 

 Groups will begin to meet the week of the First Sunday in Lent, February 28, and will end the week of 
the Sixth Sunday in Lent, April 1. A wide variety of groups will be offered, so you will be able to find a 
group with the day, time, and location best for you. Group gatherings usually take approximately 70-90 
minutes. You will be able to register for the group of your choice beginning Sunday, February 4. 
 

# DAY TIME HOSTS FACILIATOR 
1 Sun 7:00 pm Angie and Don Copeland Dave Culler 
2 Sun 7:00 pm Christine and Bob Davidson Lynelle Owen & Christine Davidson 
3 Mon 7:00 pm Lynn and David Brooks David Brooks 
4 Mon 7:00 pm Jean and Fred Coates Fred Coates 
5 Mon 7:00 pm Elaine and Jim Drye Cathy Brown 
6 Mon 7:00 pm Holly and Marshall Horsman Clay Brown 
7 Mon 7:00 pm Carolyn and Bill Morrow Bill Morrow 
8 Mon 10:00 am Liz and Frank Rader Liz Rader 
9 Tues 7:00 pm Beverly and CP Chappell Mark Auten 
10 Tues 7:00 pm Judy and Peter Cole Judy Cole 
11 Tues 7:00 pm Cindy and Sparky Hitchcock Cindy Hitchcock 
12 Tues 7:00 pm Ruth and Trent Newell Trent Newell 
13 Tues  7:00 pm Margaret and Brent Curtis Margaret and Brent Curtis 
14 Wed 7:00 pm Mary and Dick Fortanbary Estelle Mott 
15 Wed 7:00 pm Lois and Smith Kirk Smith Kirk 
16 Wed 7:00 pm Lynn Pierce Winki Powell 
17 Wed 7:00 pm Becky and Chas Rader Mike Toma 
18 Thurs 7:00 pm Chris and Jack Ahearn Chris Ahearn 
19 Thurs  7:00 pm Connie and Allen Brawley Allen Brawley 
20 Thurs  7:00 pm Dorothy and Bob Campbell Carolyn Brawley 
21 Thurs  Noon FPC: “Brown Bag with Brown” Clay Brown 
22 Thurs  7:00 pm Maria and Phil Heilman Phil Heilman 
23 Thurs  7:00 pm Gretchen and Brian Little Clay Brown 
24 Thurs  7:00 pm Ginny Swedenberg Janice and Eric Pluer 
25 Thurs 7:00 pm Greta and Roger McCrea Ellen Auten 
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