CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

December 24, 2006 Fourth Sunday of Advent 11:00 A.M.

WEL COME AND INVOCATION.....ccitiiieeiiiiiiee st The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pador

PRELUDE: OnceHe Camein BIESSING ........cccuiiiiiie et e st e et e e e e e e Manz
Joanne Daykin, Organid

LIGHTINGTHE ADVENT WREATH: LOVE......ccoviiiiiieiiiiiiee e The Paul Trimblefamily

L eader: The gaceof the Lord Jesus Chrig bewith you all!
People: And also with you.
Leade: Lad Sunday we lit thethird candle, the cende of joy. We light it, along with the
candlesof hope and peace, to showtha hope peace, and joy come only through Jesus Chrid.
People: Jesus Chrig is the hope of the world. Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Jesus Chrig bringstrue joy.
L eader: Thefourth candle isthe candle of love. God loves us so much tha he gave his only
Son, kaus, 0 tha everyonewho believesin him will not perish, but haveaeanal life
People: We are preparing for the days spoken of by the Apostle Paul, when God’s
love will reign supreme. For love bears al things, believes all things, hopes all
things, and enduresall things. Lowe newver ends. Faith, hope, and love abide, these
three, but thegreatest of theseislowe.
Leade: Today we light the candle of love Aswe look & this candle, we celebrae the love
we havein Jesus Chrid.
People: We are the people of lowe, God's people, gathered in his name. Let us
wor ship God!

*HYMN: O Come, All YeFaIthfUl..........coooiiiiiiiec e No. 182

*PRAY ER OF CONFESS ON
O God, forgi ve the timeswe look with a cynical eye on theadvent of Your peacein our
world. Forgive us for doubting the grace You hawe rewealed in Your Son, Jesus.
Forgive us for ignoring the wonder of Your lowe for us. With the birth of the Christ
Child, You shine thelight of Your forgivenesson our inner darkness. So, may the love
of Chrigt guide uslike thestar that led magi to Bethlehem. We pray in the nameof the

Oneborn in Bethlehem’smanger, JesusChrist our Lord. Amen.
* ASSURANCE OFPARDON
Leade: .The Chridmas sean gives us much to ponder, bu thetimeless message of salvaion
heralded by angels, atended by shepherds and acknowiedged by wise men gill rings clealy.
Friends, believethe good newsof the gospel:
Unison: In Jesus Chrigt weare for given. Amen.

*REFPONE: Chorus from AngelsWeHaveHeard on High.......c.oovvvvvvviviieiiiieiciccceeeeeeeee, No. 188
Gloriain excelsis Deo! Gloriain excelsis Deo!
ANTHEM: What IS This LOVElY Fragran0e?..........uuueururuiuimiiininininrninenenrnnnnnrnnnennnnnn. arr. Waugh

Exaltaion Ringes
CHILDREN’ SSERMON

EPISTLE LESSON: Titus3:4-7

* AFHRMATION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creead

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; Andin Jesus Chrigt,
his only Son, our Lord; who was concei ved by the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary;
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was cudfied, dead and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. | believe in the Holy Ghogt; the haly cathalic church; the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurredion of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*HYMN: Infant Holy, INfant LOWY.........ccuviiiiiiie e No. 221

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD SPRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done on earth asit isin heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
eml: for thineisthe kingdom, and the power, and theglory, for ever. Amen.

PRESENTATION OF TITHESAND OFFERINGS

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all aeatures here below; praise
him abowe, ye heavenly hogt; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
GOSPEL LESON: Luke2:1-20

SERMON: Myth Becoming Fact Good NewsComes to Earth................... The Rev, Dr. Fred Coaes
*HYMN: AngelsFrom the Realmsof Glory (VerseS1-3).....ccoovveieeeiiiieieeiiieee e No. 189
*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION

*REFPONE: AngelsFrom the Realmsof Glory (Verse 4).......c.eeeveviiieieiiiiiiee e No. 189
POSTLUDE: FromHEAVEN ON High........oiiiiiiiiiieiiiiee et Held

L L L L

* Thosewho areablewill pleasegand

If you are our guest today, wdcometo Frd Presbyterian! Wé re so dad you re worshiping with us For more
information, pleaseind cate your interes on the Friendship Pad and spesk with one of the pastors following the
sarvice God Hessyou! Pleasereturn to worshipwith usagain

You can become part o the First Presbyterian family of faith taday by your professon of fath, transfer of
church membership, or resffirmation of faith. The Session meets after every serviceto receivenew members Please
spesk with Fred Coaes our assod ae pastor, following today’ s service



Announcements

NextSunday’s serman, by Dr. Codesis entitled When the Cd ébration |s Over, and is basedon Luke 241-52

ThePromise-Driven L if e—2007 Plealges: Ifyou have not had the opportunity to respond to* The Promise-Diiven
Life’ for 2007, plessedo so a your earli et opportunity. Plessestep out in faith as God leads you to do, trugingin
hispromisesfar your ime tdent, andtreasure

December Offeringsto theOperating Fund: FPC cong s of giving, generaus pegple December isthemanthin
which wetypicdly makeup same financid ground before theyear' s end Our desire isto fund fully our ministries
and missons for this year andto end in the* Hack.” Please continue to give your usud tithes ad offerings and
consider an additiona g ft to the Qperating Fundthis month

Worship with uson tonight: Weirnviteeveryoneto jan us for one of our Chrigmas Eve* Cand dight and Card s’
savices one & 5:00 pm. and theother & 7:30 pm. with asemontiied “ The Grand Mirade” Both services will
provide an opporturity to sing familiar carols enjoy the Cherub Choir (6:00 p.m. only) and contribute to our
denomination' s* Joy Offering” which supportsrdiredminigersand racidly ehniccolleges

SantsAliveTrip: SantsAliveispannng atiip to seethe” Monetin Nomeandy” art exhibit a theNorthCarolina
Art Museum in Rdeigh on T hursday, January 4. Thegroup pansto leave a 830 am., and will reeum inthe ealy
evening Tickets ae$15. Plessecontact Hlen Auten (704-664-5275) to make areservaion

L ogos/Middle School Ministry/Karos Registration: The registraion deadine for the Logos (grades 1-6),
Middle Schod Minigry (grades 7-8) and Kairos (grades 9-12) mid-week progran isW ednesday, January 3. Please
contact program drector VderieMauney (704-663-7540)to register.

Cherub Choir: All children, preschod agethrough firg grade areinvitedto participaein aCherubChar
during tani ght' s 5:00 p.m. Christmas Evesavice Thechoirwill practicea 10:00 am. thismorning P ease contect
Ellen Auten or Nangy Kortright if you have questiors @out thechair

Calendar
Snday: 8:30am. - No Early Servicetoday
945am. - Church Shool
11:00 am. - Wordip with Exaltation Ringa's
500p.m. - Candeligt Service
7:30pm. - Candeligt Service

Mondky: Chrigmasday (church office closed)
T uesday: Church office closed .
Wednesday NoL ogosM SM Kairos 11:00 am. Worship
Qnday 12/31:  8:30am. - Worsip First Presbyter lan Church
9.:45 am. - Church Shool 249 West McLeland Avenue
11:00 am. - Worsip Mooresville, North Carolina

The Lordisin Hisholy temple let all the earth be silent before Him...

Habakkuk 2:20



SERMON NOTES ¢ DECEMBER 24, 2006
Myth Becoming Fact: Good NewsComesto Earth ¢ Luke 2:1-20 (ESV)

SCRIPTURE TEXT

!In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all theworld should be registered.
*Thiswas thefirgt registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. *And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judes, to thecity of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he wasof the house
and lineage of David, °to be registered with Mary, hisbetrothed, who was with child. ®And while
they were there, thetime came for her to givebirth. ‘And shegave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling clothsand laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in theinn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in thefield, keeping watch over their flock by
night °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and theglory of the Lord shonearound them,
and they were filled with fear. *°And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you
good news of a great joy that will befor all thepeople. ™For unto you is born thisday in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. *?And thiswill be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling clothsand lying inamanger.” And suddenly there was with theangel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, **” Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom he ispleased!”

“\When theangels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to oneanother, “ Let us
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord hasmade known to
us” °And they went with hasteand found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.

7 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. ®And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured
up all thesethings, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praisng God for all they had heard and seen, asit had been told them.

SERMON OUTLINE
Myth Becoming Fact: Good News Comesto Earth

. “Goob,” NEWSFROM ROME (2:1-7)

I[I. “GOODNEWS’ FROM HEAVEN (2:8-14)

I1l. GOODNEWSINCARNATE (2:15-20)
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