CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

December 24, 2006 Christmas Eve Candelight and Carols Service 5:00 & 7:30 P.M.
WELCGOME AND INVOCATION.....coiiiiiieeeiee e The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pador
PRELUDE: SHENENIGNT.....ooiiiiiiec e e e e e e e e e e s eanes Held

Joanne Daykin, Organig

LIGHTINGTHE ADVENT WREATH........ccoviiveiiiiieee (5:00) Mark and Jen M cNeely andfamily
(7:30) Boband Dot Campbd| endfamily
Leade: The gace of the Lord Jesus Chrid bewith you all.
People: And also wi th you.
Leade: The lad four Sundays, we have lit candles of hope, peace, joy, and love. We ligt
these candlesagain to showtha hope, peace, joy, and love, come only through Jesus Chrig.
People: JesusChrist isthehopeof the world. JesusChrististhe Prince of Peace.
Jesus Chrigt bringstrue joy. JesusChrist reveals God's perfed lowe.
Leader: The lag candle onthe wreah isthe Chrig cande. We light this candleto sow that
our waiting isover,tha Jsus Chrig,the Light of the world, hascome.
People: We regjoice that the days spoken of by the Apostle John are here. In Jesus
Christ, theWord of God became flesh and dwelt among us. Wehawe seen hisglory,
gory as of theonly Son of the Father, full of graceand truth.
Leade: Tonigt we ligt the Chrig candle As we look & this candle, we celebrae the
comingof Jesus Chrig tothe world.
People: We are the people of hope, peace, joy, and love. We are Chrigt’s people,
gatheredin hisname. Let usworship God!

FCAROL: TNEFITSE NDEL ...t s No. 229
1. The first Noel the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; In
fieldswherethey lay tendingtheir hegp, On a cold winter’ snight that was s deep.

Refrain: Nod, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born isthe King of | srael.

2. They look-ed up and sawa star Shining in the east, beyond them far; And to the earth it
gave great light, And s it continued both dayand night. (Refrain)

3. Thenlet usall with oneaccord Sing praisestoour heavenly Lord; That hath made heaven
and earthof naught, And with Hisblood mankind hath boudht. (Refrain)

*UNISON PRAYEROF THANKSGIVING................... The Rev. Dr. Fred Coa es, Ascia e Pagor
Great God of power, we praise you for JesusChrist, who came to save usfrom our sins.
We thank you for the prophets’ hope, for the angels song, and for the hbirth in
Bethlehem.We thank you that in Jesus, you joined us, sharing our hurts and pleasures.
Glory to you for your wonderful love. Glory to you, eternal God, through Jesus Chrigt,
Lord of Lords, and Kingof Kings, forever and ever. Amen.

*RESPONSE: Chorus from AngelsWeHave Heard on High..........ccvvvevieiiiiceeeee, No. 188
Gloriain excelsis Deo! Gloriain excelss Deo!

ANTHEM (5:00): ... Cherub Choir, accompanied by Nancy Smith
Twinkle, Twinkle Special Star
Shepherd, Shepherd
Go, Tell It on the Mountain

ANTHEM (7:30): In the Bleak MIidWINEr...........cooviieiiiiiiiiiiccee e arr. Sedge
Graham Sedge, french hom

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Luke 2:1-20

*CAROL: AVAY IN @ IMBNGET ....uvviiiiieee ettt e e e e e e e e e s st r e e e e e s s s s satbraneeeeaeeaaans No. 205
1. Avay in a manger, no crib for a bed, Thelittle Lord Jedus laid down His sweet head. The
garsin the ky looked down where He lay, Thelittle Lord Jesus, adegp on the hay.

2. The cattle are lowing the Baby awakes But little Lord Jesus no crying Hemakes; | love
Thee, LordJesus look down from the ky And stay by my cradletil morning isnidh.

3.Be naar me Lord Jesus | ak Thee to say Close by me forever, and loveme | pray; Bless
all thedear children in Thy tender care And fit usfor Heaven to livewith Thee there.

PRESENTATION OF CHRIST MASJOY OFFERING
OFFERTORY (5:00): Still, Sll, Stll.....ooeeiiiieieieeee e Traditional Audrien Caol

OFFERTORY (7:30): Were You There On ChristmasNight...........ccccvveeiiiiiiiiiereee e, Seeth
Carson Bridges

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SERMON
John 1:1-14 (Insert)
Myth Becoming Fact The Grand Miracle

Dr.Brown

*CAROL: GO, TE 110N the IMOUNEAUN. .....ceevee ettt ettt e e e et e et e e e e e e e eaenaeaes No. 218
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere go, tell it on the
mountain thatJesus Chrigtisborn

1. While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout the
heavens there shonea holy light. (Refrain)

2. The shepherds feared and trambled when, lo! abowe the earth rangout the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’ shirth. (Refrain)

3. Down in a lowmy manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that
blessed Chrigmasmorn. (Refrain)

LIGHTINGTHE CONGREGATION’ SCANDLES
Seripture Readings



Lightingof Candles.........coeviveiiiiiiiiieieee e (Pleaetip only wlighted candleg
Carol: SHENENIGNE ..o e e e s r e e e e e No. 186
1. Silent night, holy night, All iscalm, all isbright, Round yon virgin mother and Child.

Holy Infant, 0 tender and mild, Slep in heavenlypeace, Sleep in heavenly peace

2. Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight; Glories stream from heaven
afar, Heavenly hogtssing Alleluia! Christ the Savior isborn, Christ the Savior isbomn!

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light, Radiant beams from Thy haly
face With the dawn of redeeming grace Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus Lord, at Thy
birth.

4. Silent night, holy night, Wondrous dar, lend thy light; With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King; Chrigt the Savior isbomn, Christ the Savior isborn!
Prayer

* CAROL: Joy t0 the WOIIA (VErSES1-3)...ccciueeeeeeiiiiieeeiiieie e e sieiee e e stiee e e sieee e e s sneaee e e anneeeas No. 179
1.Joyto the world, the Lord iscome! L& earth receive her King; Let every heart prepareHim
room, And Heaven and nature sing, And H eaven and nature sing, And H eaven, and Heaven,
and naturesing
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior ragng! Let men their ongs employ; While fieldsand floods,
rodks hillsand plains Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat, the
sounding joy.

3. No more let snsand sorrows grow, Nor thornsinfest the ground; He comes to makeHis
blesings flow Far asthe aurseis found, Far asthe curseisfound, Far as, far as thecurseis
found.

*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION

*REFPONTE: Joyto the VWOIId (WErSe4) .....vvvieiiee ettt e e No. 179
He rulesthe world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove The glories of His
righteousness, And wondersof His love And wonders of Hislove, And wonders, wonders, of
Hislowe.

POSTLUDE: Good Chrigtian Men, REOICE.......uuuiiiiieei ittt et e e e e Held
+++HH

* Thosewho are able will pease stand.

If you are our guest tonight, Merry Christmas and welcome to First Presbyterian! We re so glad
you’ re worshiping with us. For more information, please indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and
spesk with one of the pastors following the service. God bless you! Plesse return to worship with usagain.

Christmas Joy Offering: This annud offering is split 50-50 to assist retired or other church workers in the
Presbyterian Church USA with needs and to assig the eight PCUSA racid ethnic schools and colleges.

Christmas Eve Worship
5:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

249 West McLdland Avenue
Mooresville, North Carolina
The Lordisin Hisholy temple let all the earth be silent before Him...

Habakkuk 2:20
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SERMON TEXT
John 1:1-14 (ESV)
!In the baginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word wasGod. ?Hewasin the
beginning with God. *All thingsweremade through him, and without him wasnot any thing made that
wasmade *In him was life and the life was the light of men. 5Thelight shines in the darkness and the
darknesshasnotovercome it.

*Therewasa man st from God, whose name wasJohn. "He cameasa witness, to bear withess
about the light, that all might believe through him. ®Hewasnot the light, but came to bear witness
about the light.

The truelight, which enlightens everyone, wascoming into theworld. *°He was in the world, and the
world wasmade through him, yet the world did not know him. **He cameto hisown, and hisown
people did not receive him. *But to all who did recave him, who believed in hisname he gave the
right to become children of God, Bywho were bomn, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen hisglory, glory asof the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

SERMON OUTLINE
Myth Becoming Fact The Grand Miracle

l. 15 KEYWORD: WORD (1:1-3)

1. 2""KEYWORD: LIGHT (1:4-11)

1. 3 KEYWORD: FLESH (1:14)

IV. 4™ KEYW ORD: BELIEVE (1:12-13)
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