CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP

November 26, 2006 11:00 A.M.

WEL COME AND INVOCATION. .....ccviiiiiiieiiieeniieesieeenieeens The Rev. Dr. Clay J. Brown, Pagor

PRELUDE: SIMPIE GIftS...ceiiiie ittt e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnneeeeeeaaaeeens Wood
Joanne Daykin, Organid

CALL TOWORSHIP: From PSIMO95:1-3 ... Cathy Irwin

L eader: Oh come, l& us sing unto the Lord.

People: Let usmake ajoyful noise to the rodk of our sal vati on!
L eader: Le us come into hispresaence with thanksgiving.

People: Let usmake ajoyful noise to him with songs of praise!
L eader: ForthelLordisagrest God,

People: And a great King aboweall gods.
Leade: Praieethe Lord
People: The Lord's name be praised!

bl A\ N Y ST 7= i 1= G o o =1 1= O No. 81

*PRAYEROF CONFESION.....coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee The Rev. Dr. Fred Coda es, Asocia e Pagor
Almighty God: in love you spread good gifts before us, more than we need or deser\e.
Y ou feed, heal, teach, and save us. We confess that we al ways want more, that we never
shareasfreely asyou give. We resent what we ladk, and we are jealous of neighbors. We
misuse what you intend for joy. God, forgive our stubborn pride and greed. In your
mer ¢y, help us to take such pleasure in your goodness that we will al ways be thanking
you. Wepray through JesusChrist our Lord. Amen.

*JLENT CONFESSON

* ASSURANCE OFPARDON
Leade: . .. Friends, believethe gopod news of the gogel.
Unison: In Jesus Christ weareforgiven. Amen.

CHILDREN' SSEERMON

* AFHRMATION OF FAITH: FFom Romans8

We believe thereisno condemnation for those who arein Christ Jesus. For the law of
the Spirit of life has set usfreein Christ Jesus from thelaw of Sn and death. Weknow
that for those who love God, all thingswork together for good, for those who are called
acoor ding to his purpose. Weare sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
elsein all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Amen.

*HYMN: Come, Ye Thankful PeoOpIE COME..........ceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e eeee e e e No. 721

PASTORAL PRAYERWITH THE LORD SPRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hall owed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. thy will
be done on earth as it isin heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our dehts, as we forgive our debtors. Andlead us not into temptation but deliver us
from enul: for thineisthe kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

PREENTATION OF TITHESAND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY : Thou Didst Leave Thy TRIONE..........cvviiiiieeiiicciiieiee e Mathews
Gene Auten, Solo
*RESFPONSE: Praise God from Whom All BlessingS FIOW..........ccvviiieiiieeiieee e No. 34

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all aeatures here below; praise
him abowve, yeheavenly hogt; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION......ciiiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt svee e snaee e CP. Chappell
SCRIPTURE READING: PSalm 32:1-11.....coiiiiiiiiie ettt Ingert
FERMON: Piritual REPITALION. .......evveiiiiiiie e Dr. Brown
*HYMN: Now Thank WE Al Our God (VErseS1 & 2)...uvveveeeeeiiiciiiiieeie et ee e No. 14
*INVITATION AND BENEDICTION

*REFPONSE: Now Thank We All Our GO (VE'SE3)....couieeeeiiieieeeeiiiee e No. 505

All praiseand thanksto God the Father now be given, the Son, andhim who reignswith
them in highest heaven, the oneeternal God whom earth and heaven adore; for thusit
was,is now, andshall beevermore.

POSTLUDE: VOIUNTAIY IN Gttt a e e st a e e e s e et rn e e e e e e e e e eans Lang

++++++H
* Thosewho are able will pesse stand.

If you areour guest today, welcometo First Presbyterian! We re so glad you' re worshiping with us. For
more information, please indicate your interest on the Friendship Pad and spesk with one of the pastors
following the service. God bless you! Please return to worship with us again.

You can become part of the First Presbyterian family of faith today by your profession of fath,
transfer of church membership, or reaffirmation of faith. The Session meds after every sarviceto receive
new members. Please spesk with Fred Coates, our associae pastor, following today’ s service

Recordings o the11:00 a.m. service are avalable a the sound console a the back of the sanctuary.

Next Sunday’ssermon will beginanew Advent and Christmas sermon series, “ Myth Becomes Fact,” that
focuses on the Incarnation of Jesus Christ as Godin the flesh as shared in the first two chapters of the
Gospd of Luke. T he series begins withthe sebemon“ Divine Interruption,” from Luke 1:1-25,57-80.



Announcements
ThePromise-Driven L if e—2007 Plalges: Asofthelatest report, we havereceived 178 pledges totding $559,350,
with an average of $3290.29 per pleadge, with an alditiona 40 pledge cards received as "prefer not to pledge’ but
committing to give to the gperating fund in 2007. If you havena had the opportunity to respond to “ The Promise-
Driven Life" for 2007, plesse do <0 & your earlies opportunity. Pleasestep out in faith as God leads you to do,
trugingin hispramisesfor your ime tdent, and treasure

Share Christ with Christmas CDs Yau Can Give Away! Haveyou ever wanted alow-stress, high-touch, non-
thretering way to share with your friends, neghbors co-workers and family members about the wonderful
message of Chiistmas and about what's going at First Presbyteri an Church? Hereit is!

Taoday you will hare the opportunity to take with you professionaly recorded and produced musc CDs from
FPC smusic minigry. The CDs have a Chiigmas thame, focusng on familiar Christmas carols .The CD jacket
will havealisting of our Advert and Christmas activities and abrief invitaion from Clay Brownto joinusin thejoy
of the season.

TheCDs areavalablein theparlor and they are free. Asyou giveaway these CDs, pesseinvitethereciperts
to atend aur congregation's Advert and Chrismas events Chrismas is perhgps the best time of the year for
evangelism, so you may hand out CDs to non-Chiistians and those without a church family as awitness of your
fath in Chrig.

We bdievethe Lord will provideboth the peod e to whom you shoud give aCD ad the fundsto cover the
produdiaon cogs—aproximady & per CD—yet the CDs aremeant for you to pass out as afree outresch of FPC' s
mi i gry without pasd ng on any cogts Y aur kind donaionswill begratefully accepted.

Coming December 10, 4:00-7:00 p.m—lst Annual “ Pastors’ Wives Christmas Drgp4n Open Hause' at the
Manse On Surday, December 10, from 4:00-7:00 pm., Cathy Brown and Jean Codes will hog a come-and-go
Christmas open house & the Manse Drop in for afew minutes enjoy Chrigmas goodes in the newly renovaed
Mansg and cd ebratethe joy of the season with athers! So the congregation may be received caomfortably & the
Manse you are encmuraged to vary the times when yau drop in between 4:00 ad 7:00, so tha everyone who
desiresto atend may do s and thosewhoprefer not to drive & night may visit duringdaylight haurs

Sermon Seriesfor Advent and Christmas: Myth Becomes Fact. Duiing the Advert and Chri smas season, our
pastors will preach on the d orious Chrigtian gory of thelncarnat on, what the famouswriter C. S. Lewi s desciibed
as " myth becoming fact.” T he semors are asfollows

»  December 3— Divinelrterruption,” Luke 1:1-2557-80.

*  December 10—Nosermaon: Chance Char Seections from Mesd ah.

»  December 17— The God Wé re DedingWith,” Luke 1: 26-56.

*  December 24, 11:00 am.—" Good NewsComesto Eath” Luke2 1-20.

»  December 24, 5:00 and 7:30 pm—" The Grand Miradle” John 1:1-14.

An Angd Treehasbeen set up inthe palor from which you may sded an angd, ind cating your willingnessto
purchase a Christmas gft for a child of a prisoner.  All packages mug be reurned to the church by Sunday,
December 17.

Pleasebeinformed that during its November 19, 2006, staed medting the Session cdlled the annua meeting of the
congregati on for Sunday, December 3, 2006, at 12:00 p.m., following the 11:00 am. worship service T hepurpose
of the medting is to receive information abou the 2007 budget, to change the terms of cadl of your pastors
accordingy, and to act on any other rd ded maters

Announcements continued on cadendar page insert.

11:00 a.m. Worship
First Presbyterian Church

249 West McLdland Avenue
Mooresville, North Carolina
The Lordisin Hisholy temple let all the earth be silent before Him...

Habakkuk 2:20



SERMON NOTES ¢ NOVEMBER 26, 2006
Spiritual Respiration ¢ Psam 32:1-11 (ESV)
B lessed isthe one whose transgression isforgiven, whose sin is covered.
’Blessed isthe man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there isno deceit.
For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning dl day long.
“For day and right your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heet of summer.
Sdah
®| acknowl edged my sin toyou, and | did not cover my iniquity; | said, "1 will confess my transgressions to
the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin Sdah
herefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at atime when you may be found;
surdy in the rush of grest waters, they shdl not reach him.
"You are ahidi ng place for me you preserve me from trouble you surround me with shouts of ddiverance.
Sdah
8| will instruct you and teach you inthe way you shoud go; | will counsd you with my eye upon you.
°Be not like a horse or amule, without understandi ng, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will
not stay near youl.
1ov any are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast |ove surrounds the one who trustsinthe LORD.
YBeglad inthe LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, &l you upright in heart!

THE NEED FOR SPIRITUAL RESPIRATION (VV. 1-4)
 Theway it's uupposed tobe...
* Theredlity of theway itismuch o thetime...
* Thereason why we need iritual respiration...
*  “Whatissin?Sinisany want o conformity unto, or transgression of, thelaw o God.”
(Westminster Shorter Catechism)

EXHALING THE BAD (VV. 5-7)
* Themeaningof confession...
* Openness and honesty before God...
» Theexpeienceof forgiveness...
e  “Wash methoroughly from my iniquity, and deanse me from my sin. For | know my
transgressions, and my sin isever beforeme .. Createin mea dean heart, O God, and
renew a right spirit within me.” (From Psalm 51, ESV)

INHALING THE GooOD (VV. 8-11)

e Not enough just to rid oursdves of thebad...

e Must replacethebad with the good...

* Guidance direction, encouragement, and support...

* “l appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your badies asaliving
sacrifice, holy and acceptableto God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed
to thisworld, but betransformed by therenewal of your mind, that by testing yau may
discern what isthewill of Gad, what isgood and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12;1-2
ESV)
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Calendar
SQnday: 8:30am. - Ealy Wordhip
9:45am. - Church Shoal
11:00 am. - Worship

Monday: 9:30am. - “Momsin Touch” in the Session room

Tuesday: 5:30pm. - PYF Supper Club & Kyoto
6:.00 pm. - Brownie Sous
700pm. - Exdtaion Ringas

Wednesday: 11:00 am. - Bible Sudy a& thehome of Fronnie Garcher
400 p.m. - LogosMSM —50' sNight
500 p.m. - Kairos
7:30 p.m. - Chancel choir

Thusday: 9:30am. - Bible Sudy with Peggy andHarding Roge's
11:00 am. - Thusdayswith Clay in the Perlor
730 p.m. - Thusdayswith Clay in the Parlor

SQnday 12/3:  8:30am. - Ealy Worsip with Communion
9:45am. - Church Shoal
9:45am. - Advent Workshop in the fellowship hall
11:00 am. - Worghip with Communion
12:00 p.m. - Annual cong egeional medting
5:15p.m. - Alphaand OmegaPYF
6:00 p.m. - Church Fellowship Supper and Chrigmas Concet

Announcements (continued)

Advent Wor kshop: Everyone is encouraged to atend the Advent Workshop next Sunday, December 3,
during church school, 9:45-10:40 am., in the fdlowship hal. More information may be found in today’ s
bulletin insert.

Operation Christmas Child: A group of volunteers plans to go to Operation Christmas Child s Charlotte
Processing Center on Thursday, December 7, to process shoeboxes for shipment oversess. T he group plans
to leave a 8:15 am. and return by 2:00 p.m. Plesse contact Ellen Auten (704-664-5275) i f you would like
to voluntesr.

Lost and Found: Please check the Lost and Found table in the fellowship hdl for lost items. Undamed
items will be donated after November 30.

Warming Tree Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a “Warming Treg' in the fdlowship hdl during
December. The congregation is encouraged to bring new winter hats, gloves, mittens and scarves, which
will be placed on the tree during the Christmas season, and then donated to needy area children after
Christmas.
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